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242 The Pacific Period

institutions are still in existence but have not been the subjects of ap-
chaeological study. 4

Besides the rise of complex mechanisms to organize and control tf
people living within communities, Pacific times also saw the rise
mechanisms that controlled the relationship between communit
Kinship, trade, and religion provided some of these ties, but d
the Late and Final Pacific there arose a new form of political organ;
tion that united communities into a more complex form, the tribe

Some writers have likened this organization to that of a true chi
dom, ruled by a powerful, authoritarian leader (e.g., T. King 19
but most anthropologists do not believe that California tribelets
that centralized or were ruled by authoritarian leaders who eo
compel their subjects to obey their decisions. The leader of the tribe
did seem to control more resources and power than the headman
any other settlement in the tribelet, a fact that was reflected in Pacifi
burial practices.

The members of a family in one settlement within a tribelet
have kin in several other communities. In this way, kinship ties ¢
cut community organization and helped to hold the tribelet toge
The value of the tribelet to Pacific Period society lay in just this ab
to tie together into cooperative organizations, with political, religi
social, and economic links, communities that otherwise migh
rivals. Through cooperation, communities were better able to
their needs in the Pacific strategy.

Just how much more complex and sophisticated Native Califo
cultures might have become and what directions they might
taken will never be known. With the arrival of the Europeans cam
end to the autonomous Native Californian way of life. Starting
occasional contacts by land and sea in 1539— 40, and then with pe
nent settlement in 1769, the foreigners brought with them new tec
nology, new diseases, new religions, new economies, and the ph¥
cal destruction of the old order. These changes are traced in tl
following chapter on the Historical Period.

CHAPTER FIVE

The Historical Period

Because of the great cultural variety in California during the Histori-
cal Period, no single scenario can express much of it. We have there-
fore chosen three brief vignettes, each showing a distinct way of life
and each illustrating some dimension of Indian-White relationship in
California at that time. Even so, a great many aspects of the Historical
Period are still neglected.
1
A typical Spanish settlement might be located along the coast of southern Cali-
fornia at the head of a shallow bay. There is no wharf: the occasional ship that
Bisits the community anchors in the bay, and its crew reaches share by row-
0at. Several stall boats and skiffs are pulled up onto the sand near a shed.
fie shed holds cattle hides, tanned, tHed into bales, and waiting for shipment
exico and Spain. The shed is near one end of a tiny pueblo, which consists
few dozen adobe structures. During the heat of the day a few dogs and
&8 can be seen, resting in the shade of trees or buildings, while chickens
h for seeds and insects between the houses and under the bushes. In some
Srtays, or on verandas and beneath ramadas, a few townspeople of Spanish
exican origin rest and visit. The few mercantile establishments are closed
NG the traditional mid-day siesta. The houses and stores straggle along
Whdefined, dusty streets leading up from the shore toward a larger, more
ng building at the opposite end of the community. The Spanish flag fly-
ore this structure identifies it as the headquarters of the alcalde, the
8 civil administrator.
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Al the edge of town, not far from the alcalde’s building, stands the presidio. The Historical Period 245
This military garrison for the pueblo displays some of the precision of design
lacking in the fown. Its adobe buildings form a large square. Their windowless
exterior walls are pierced only by a large gate that faces the sea and by a single
sally port on the opposite side. The buildings open onto the central parade
ground. Broad verandas shade the building fronts around the entire square,
The commander’s headquarters and chapel face the gate. Flanking these two
buildings are officers” quarters and offices. Barracks, stores, and stables line
the other sides. At midday a modest guard keeps watch while the company of
fewer than a hundred soldiers rests from its reqular duties of profecting the
pueblo and the nearby mission. i

Outside the town, on top of a low hill that overlooks the harbor and town,
rises the adobe mission. Its half-completed sanctuary and belltower dominafe
the rectangular compound that houses the priests, offices, storerooms, @
classrooms. Adjacent are the barracks where 2,000 Indian neophyte conve f
are held. Unmarried men are kept in separate barracks from HHMATTiE
women. Eamilies are provided tiny apartments in another building. Indian
provide virtually all the labor force for the mission’s construction. After H
sigsta, Indian men will resume making adobe bricks under the direction €
priest supervisors and some of the troops from the presidio. The women an
older girls are learning to weave the coarse cloth that will be made into pant
shirts, and dresses for the neophytes. Tomorrow the troops will lead an Ind
work force out into the fields, which need hoeing and irrigating. The 0]
are raised to feed the mission’s population, since missions have to be
sufficient. The padres will exempt the pregnant wonien from such work
effort to get the neophyte population fo replace itself. So far, the number

children raised has been far too few to sustain the neophytes’ numbers.

The Indians themselves are often silent and demoralized. Many have i
contact with their families, or have seen members of their families die.
death rate at the mission is appallingly high and already the cemetery 1
is crowded. Many Indians find they cannot communicate with each
since their languages differ; others have come from groups mutually hos
each other. The mission padres are teaching the Indians Christianity, vars
industries and crafts, and the Spanish language. They encourage the I
to marry in the church and to raise families in the separate huts and spe
barracks provided for this purpose. Some do marry, but few children are b0
and many of the babies die soon after birth.

Sometimes Indians succeed in running away from the mission, but thel
pursued by the troops and are usually recaptured and brought back.
tured runaways are usually beaten or put in stocks to discourage themt 1o
second attempt. Because the Indian population at the mission keeps at
the troops must regularly vaid distant villages to bring in replacements .
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another on his ranch, and great respect in the community. He takes his turp
Hirowing lavish parties for, the several dozen other Hispanic families of the
region, the people of a distant pueblo, and the officers of the garrison. If his life
is rude by European standards, it is nonetheless rewarding, and he reckong

himself among the favored of God.

3
It is the 1870s, and a small group of Indians has managed fo survive in the
foothills of the Sierra. Their home is a cave, alniost entirely concealed from the
outside by heavy brush. Behind the brush, the cave’s sandy floor extends for
several hundred square feet, providing space for a group of a dozen Indians
who sit about two small fires. They are the survivors of a village that once
numbered more than a hundred people. Starvation, murder, and disease crips
pled the village, and, when some of the men stole cattle from a nearby ranch,
the rancher and his hands tracked the stolen cattle to the village and Killed
almost everyone they found there. The survivors fled to this mountain cave to
hide from further reprisals. A
Most of the survivors belong to a single family, which was returning to th
village from the hills when the massacre took place. They cannot catch salmo
because they have been driven from their old fishing grownds along the
Their last stores of seeds and acorns, gathered for the winter, were lost 1
the rancher burned their village. It is now late fall, and there are few
acorns, or pine nuts left fo be gathered at this time of year. Some deer can st
be found, but the need for secrecy makes hunting difficult. The people fear the
the ranchers may yet track them to this cave, and the greafest care musk
taken to prevent discovery. Even providing for such basic needs as water an
firewood has become a problem for the group, for if the same route is use
frequently, a path may be worn from the creek to the cave, which might betrd
their presence. i
When the village was burned, all the fools and equipment needed to cart
on the activities of living were lost with it. The men must replace their ston
tools and make new knives and milling tools for the women. The woner mi
make new baskets at a time of year when few basketry materials are auvailabl
More is needed than can be quickly made.
The group is surviving on a day-to-day basis. People know nothing of wit
may happen to them or of what may have happened to the other Indian cof
munities that lived near them on the river. Almost every aspect of their it
has been destroyed. The village shaman is dead, so there is no one who kndl
how to conduct all the rituals necessary for the proper conduct of their live
The wonan who knew more than anyone else about herbal medicines and het
ing magic was killed in the massacre, 50 there is no one to heal the sick
erly. The best hunters in the community were killed. The group has no s
food, trade, or access to its accustomed hunting and gathering lands, so 1
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hers must spend every day in an unceasing hunt for food. Even if they are
successful, people wonder what future is possible for them, There is a boy in
the group who is almost old enough to marry, but there are no unmarried
girls. Unless they can make conlact with another group, the boy will remain
pnmmarried and the people will see no future generations. White settlers con-
tinwe to move into the countryside, and the people wonder when the new-
comers will begin to move into the area near the cave, These grim thoughts are
on the people’s minds as they join together for their evening meal.

MNative Californians had occupied California for more than 14,000
years, settling in every region, learning about its environments, and
developing ever more effective ways of life. Within the last several
centuries they were unusually successful for people who made their
living exclusively through hunting and gathering,.

Then a new sort of settler arrived, and the resulting clash of cul-
tures brought most Native Californian societies to collapse. The cul-
tures that managed to survive were severely altered, and Native Cali-
fornians were reduced to the status of marginal citizens in a land once
under their dominion. We know much more about the actual events
of this part of California’s archaeological record because, besides
being more recent in time, the intruders brought with them the writ-
ten word. This chapter of California's past is therefore documented in

a way no earlier chapter could have been. No longer part of prehis-
tory, it is the Historical Period.

THEMES OF THE HISTORICAL PERIOD

The Historical Period is that part of the past that lies within the
scuplefof the written historical record. The first known event in Cali-
fornia’s recorded history was a Spanish exploratory trip to the Colo-

fado River in 1539. This date could be used to mark the start of the
Historical Period, but to do so presents a problem. The time of first
fontact between Native Californians and Europeans varied from
Broup to group by more than three hundred years. There is no single
fate marking the end of prehistory and the beginning of recorded his-

L)

for the whole state. Furthermore, early contacts with Europeans,

i‘l"r i H 3 3
fairly sporadic and transitory in nature, had only limited effect on In-

AN cultures. Yet some boundary must be adopted. We chose the

.-*i 4T 1?\5}9 to mark the end of the Pacific Period because that vear saw
& blegmnmg of permanent European settlement in California, with
. t;'-lmg large-scale disruption of the Native California cultures. So,
Sthough history technically began to be recorded in California some
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230 years earlier, we have allowed this time span to overlap the
periods. ‘

The closing date for the Historical Period is the present. The current
definition of antiquities, using National Historic Preservation Coungil
guidelines, requires things to be at least a hundred years old, but ar-
chaeologists find value in studying things as recent as the present. Ay
example can be found at the University of Arizona, where archaeolo
gists have been studying the formation of the present-day Tucso
municipal dump. There it is possible to learn about contemporary s
ciety from the garbage it discards—an inquiry with important i
plications for prehistoric archaeology (Rathje 1979). Archaeologi
working on historical sites have an advantage over those who s
the prehistoric period, in that archaeology and history benefit e
other reciprocally. Historical documentation increases tremendou
the kinds of information available to archaeologists, while pro
controls that allow them to evaluate methods and assumptions
the same time, archaeology also expands our knowledge of many
torical events and periods, providing a perspective not often
served in the written record (Deetz 1977; South 1977).

Just as with the prehistoric periods, we can point to some
themes of the Historical Period as seen from an archaeological '
spective: the breakdown of Pacific Period focal adaptations, w
also involved the breakdown of Native Californian cultures :
whole; the reemergence of pioneer settlement, this time among t
various groups entering California for the first time; and the sub
quent rise of urbanism and evolution of a multiethnic society.

The Breakdown of Pacific Period Focal Adaptations

The settlement of California by Europeans eventually led to the
lapse of traditional Native Californian cultures. In the process, &
fornia Indian populations declined by at least g5 percent betw
1770 and 1g900. Central to this collapse was the destruction
highly integrated, focal economies that had evolved during the Fa
Period. Missionization played a major part in this destruction
though its most direct influence was confined to the coast. Di
also played a major role. Yet, if all else had been equal, Native
nian populations might have been able to rebound from these
or at least to have stabilized at something approaching Archaic
After all, even after the Gold Rush, a good deal of the state W
heavily colonized until the late nineteenth or early twentieth ce

But all else was not equal. The root of the collapse of Pacific F€
societies lay in the breakdown of regional interactions and the 1€

The Historical Period 249

access to regional resources that were vital t ifi ' i

phenomenon was progressive. It evolved tl‘i‘ﬂl—:?;l'f;:uf E;]i:e:a-ir;l;hls
stages of European settlement until, during the period of A ]us
American settlement, it culminated in the appropriation of then% ct:
and its resources for extensive farming, ranching mining Iumbeﬁ' .

co_mmerclal fjshing, and rising urbanism. No pr::wisiun 1:vas mac;m'g'
this progression for the California Indians, who could not even r«at‘E -
to an Archaic way of life successfully because the habitats most i el
tant to the Archaic lifeway had been taken from them. The meDkl"
down of focal economies was an inevitable consequence ‘Df Eun:-m:i s
settlement, and the collapse of Indian populations followed as apfan
ther consequence. The survivors were forced to follow a more diﬂ'-uus:

adaptation, one capable at best of su H :
Pacific Period population. pROFHng pnlyw fractivey of the

The Emergence of New Pioneer Settlements
The perspectives we used to view prehistoric cultures can also be

used to view cultures of the Historical Period i i’ ies
Topean settlgrs can be likened to the Pa]ec-[rl'ng:i:lriuirr? Thsee:;rlzzttig;
both were pioneer settlers. The way of life created by the Spaniard
and Me:lucans in California revolved about a focal economy u?hjc;arals
{t}l;u;;gh it mvulve_d agn-lzulture, produced only a fraction of the var;et}r
g E_—.Sc E:g;v::ﬂn; ip:?m or Mexico at the time. The staples of exis-
ce | primary crops: cattle, i
.. principally wheat and rmuize;?rThtteSI:nvarniar-iil-:a“j':enzllcI ﬁ:ic;:: E{jrgo:éﬁ

th them a previous way of life, but not in all its variety. This sim-

:}filhx:ia;s}mn relied on those felatures-. that could be made to work in
e []?l[mer home and their new one. It was a generalized way
Ty e same sense thattthe Paleo-Indian lifeway was gener-
“2ed, and it did not immediately take advantage of California’s

and potentially valuable resources. As time went on, how-

, d i i i
n accommodation was increasingly forged, in which Spanish

Nd Mex; i
; exican colonial cultures took on a distinctively California quality,

“taccommodation that inc i
i orporated certain aspects of Native Califor-

FINE pioneers.

the Paleo-Indians earlier, they had begun to cease

T?!E' Rise of Urbanism and the Evolution of a Multiethnic Society

thanization i
b lﬁllil_':zatmn is the development of cities or urban centers: highly
B _sett]er?'lents characterized by dense populations fcrrrna}l
3 ration, high degrees of labor specialization, and maifked dis-

ICtions j iti
—HONs In wealth and status. Cities are linked to a support base of
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food-producing, exurban or suburban, market-oriented farms and
ranches. They are tied to higher-level governments and to a national
economy, '

California today, with 24 million inhabitants, is highly urbanized,
but it began evolving toward urbanism in the mid-nineteenth century.
At that time, its population was not much larger than it had been just
prior to Spanish settlement a century earlier. In tracing the course of
urbanism in California, we can see that it involved the reorganization
of both settlement and society, and not just a simple growth in
population,

The trend toward urbanism was fostered by economic and political
factors. California’s economic growth after 1850 was based on its pro-
duction of agricultural and ranch products, timber, and mineral re-
sources, stimulated by a tremendous influx of people because of the.
Gold Rush. Networks of cities and towns arose to serve the primary
producers, to channel imported goods to them, and to export the
state’s products. The location of San Francisco at one of the hemi-
sphere’s best deep-water harbors also made California a gateway link-
ing America with the nations around the Pacific Ocean. At the same
time, California’s takeover by the United States and its accession
statehood imposed a highly structured system of government on the
state. The establishment of federal, state, county, and municipal
offices of government further reflected the centralization of the state
population in urban communities. A result of this trend was the cre
tion of a new type of settlement—one with a distinctive archaeol
cal form—the urban center.

At the same time that urbanization was emerging in California, the
state witnessed a separate (but sometimes interrelated) phenomenon:
the development of a multiethnic society. One interesting characteri
tic of California’s Historical Period has been the continued immigre

nia has become one of the ethnically most complex regions of
nation. Formerly dominant groups were succeeded periodically
others. Since 1850 the dominant Anglo-American population has
been augmented by new influxes of other ethnic groups. The many
groups have interacted to greater or lesser degrees, yet they have alst
tended to maintain their identities in spite of the predominant popit
lar image of America as a melting pot. Many of these peoples are
completely unstudied archaeologically, but the potential is there, an
such studies could reveal a great deal about the processes of et
interaction and persistence.

by Spanish, British, and Russian

tained colonies, but mostly

of Coronado’s expedition from
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STAGES OF THE HISTORICAL PERIOD

The Historical Period passed through several distinct stages. B
cause of the existence of a historical record, a structure is aEt el
cal];,f imposed on the historical era, a structure that focuses on smﬂ?}l:I :
;ndnfm{_ua]s and évents. Since the same is not true for the rehietgr}c
era, |t”|:i he_lrd to treat both periods within the same framei?nrk Thls
term “tradition,” used to describe cultural reconstructions bB.Sli:d on
the ar!:hamlﬂgical remains of prehistory, is not really appropriate f
historical cultures, since the actual names and much of tﬁe cgntent g;
such ;ultures are known. Recognizing this problem, we have tried to
organize the Historical Period into divisions that are as com arabl
pugmhie to Ithe units used for the prehistoric periods. Rathe:l:‘, th.amf::li::f
?crlbe a series of archaeological traditions, we have divided the period
into a series of successive historical stages. Fach stage reﬂectspa c;?s—

crete period of time, a particular kind of ¢
: : ‘ ultural development
different dominant ethnic group, ’ i

Historical-period archaeology
not yet provided enough data to
Ifrum a basically archaeological
ily on historical documents to
stages. Nevertheless, archaeol
teresting information about

is still a new field in California. It has
allow us to characterize these stages
point of view, We therefore rely heav-
determine and describe each of these
ogy has already contributed some in-

these periods, and we wi
forn ’ e will draw upon
these contributions as much as possible in our discussions, Our dﬁ'vi—

sions, which emphasize changes in the nature of the interacti
between ]ruflian Iand European cultures and the progressive devel:}m}
;‘::nlt_l of the immigrant cultures, are the Exploration Stage (1539— 1?69];
i ispanic Stefge (1769-1822), the Mexican Stage (1822—46), anci
€ Anglo-American Stage (1846 to the present).

The Exploration Stage (1539-1 769)

For nearly 250 years, starting in 1539, California was briefly visited

explorers, traders, and trappers.
from the Southwest, where Spain main-

e from naval expeditions
e Py ol sent to explore the

The date 1539 marks the first

15 contact came sometimes

of these contacts, when a detachment

; northern Mexico reached the Col
Ver. Although the expedition did not penetrate the stat»eﬂI Tﬁig

Pﬂ;llsh Expiﬂreri were apparently the first non-Indians to even reach
rea, We say “apparently” because Asians may have sailed across
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sailed along much of California’s coast and became the first European
to discover the bay at San Diego. Then, sailing north to the Los An-
geles area, he called the region the “Bay of Smokes” from the many
Indian campfires he saw. He passed the Santa Barbara area, noting its
many large Chumash villages. He sailed at least as far north as Cape
Mendocino, and may have been the first to discover Monterey Bay.
Cabrillo died of an injury received on the trip, and was buried on San
Miguel Island. Even though his journey was completed successfully
by his second-in-command, Cabrillo’s discoveries were little noted or
remembered. He and his mate compiled many important ethno-
graphic and geographical observations in the ships log, however,
which survived the voyage.

During the next two centuries, Spaniards visited California only oc-

casionally. Spanish exploration waxed and waned according to the
fortunes of the Mexican colonial administration, the politics in Eu-
rope, the threat of foreign competition on the colonial frontier, and
the Manila trade. Miguel Lépez de Lagazpi had conquered the Philip-
pines for Spain in 1565—71, only a little later than Cabrillo’s explora-
tion of the California coast. Manila, the Spanish colonial capital in the
Philippines, soon became an important trading center for such Asian
goods as tea, spices, silk, furniture, and porcelain; these were ex-
changed for Mexican silver, and trading fleets brought goods from
Manila to Mexico for transfer to the Atlantic coast and eventual ship-
ment to Spain. The profits from the Manila trade were immense, but
Spanish merchants soon persuaded the king that Mexican colonial
merchants and their ships were taking too large a share. The king re-
sponded by reducing the Manila fleet to a single galleon yearly, with
profits limited to the Spanish crown and certain Spanish merchants
(lthough Mexican merchants were able to use bribery to buy space
aboard the ship; Lavender 1g72: 26—27).
: When the galleon left Manila for Mexico, it sailed north to catch the
favorable winds and currents. Asa result, it struck North America far
o the north of Mexico’s Pacific port at Acapulco. Usually landfall was
- Made along the California coast. The eastward passage was long and
‘Arduous. Crews were usually emaciated and scurvy-ridden before
they reached land, and the ship was especially vulnerable to storms
§° d pirates. This made the yearly galleon voyage a risky undertaking,
And led Spain to think of building a naval base in California to receive
¢ galleon and provide escort to Acapulco. In the end, however, the
sUVernment decided that the maintenance of a distant base was too
Misky and expensive, and that the galleons would have to get to port
their own.

e Cabrillo L1S42- 43)
mmammmn Carmaio 15AT)

S, i zening (1602-3)

= = = = Partpla (17650

Map 44. Routes of early Spanish exploration in California, showing 4:!ate§'
contact. Spanish awareness of California’s existence began with its sightin
by a detachment of Coronado’s expedition in 153g. Most other contacts mad
during the subsequent 230 years took place along the coast, the result @
deliberate exploration or unplanned landfalls made by international tradin
vessels, Prior to 1769, when San Diego was founded, such contacts we
brief, and their impact on native cultures was modest and localized.

the Pacific and accidentally or deliberately reached the coast of &
fornia earlier. The evidence for this is ambiguous at best, and if arf
such visits took place they made no impact on native cultures (Hutd
inson 1g96g: 46—52).

Then, during 1542-43, a Portuguese navigator named Joao R il
gues Cabrilho (Cabrillo in Spanish), leading a Spanish expeditiol
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i iti vigator Sir Francis Drake reached ICa].i-
Fn.'“&‘ml.‘ll}1 Ilfr?r;;:;ﬁ:g::?l;aglﬁbe, Drake had munllzin_zd the tip of
fﬁmlﬂ-A 1l.i.‘a:l'iv:a He made his way north along the Plamf_lc coast, loot-
'_-:"Z'Uth er:-;l 5 ;mish settlements along the way. IFmdmg the coast
s ?E‘I;'Iexichtru be inhabited only by Indians, he sailed as far north as
T:?Pecint Reyes area, where he stopped for fi'.rzla weeks_iiolcar‘;atim ai:cEll
repair his vessel, the Golden Hind. The exact site of thnlu-.- a? i gw hat'-
Ptter of hot debate; it could have been any of several sites from t _
?::urrenﬂy called Drake’s Bay to Tiburon. é(roi‘i:e: ]ilgl;ia 12;{'151.21::5? s
that while Drake was ashore, he interacted with .je' el
¢ of European trade items have bgen found in archaeo
:iltl;:l:E the areapand some might !il'l‘E evlldence %f Ell';a]:; iﬂ ‘;:i:_’:em .
Fig. 74). A brass plate, purportedly 11_15¢r1l;:ed b}r"nqrig F
rate his discovery of California and hlls claim ofl Ne o
British crown, was found in the area in the 19305 Recentr 1
cast doubt on its authenticity, however EH{‘IZ.E[‘ ig??]a.smw i
The British did not tfullot:udup E}ra};; ;v;:nmy;E; .;; : :: o :—:ia -
nizing effort, so they had no tur . itforniag
;Zlgve cu%tures {Forbes 1969-..13—24; Hutchx;sfotr; 11?33.1 nﬁé_; r:;ﬂna
Spaniards, however, were seripusly aiarlmed v hra g
the threat it posed to their iaciﬁé: tct?l.ume; 13::;1 E.f i ;ablizhing 3
\1a trade, They reconsidered the pro of e :
22:?!:1 Califnrnia.}rﬂebastién Rodriguez 'Cerrnaer'v::nti izprt:‘:znci;ht; .
nila galleon 5an Agustin in 1593—95, Was ordereble Lkl o
coast on his return voyage in search of a favora 2

Fig. 74. This 6d. silver English coin, minted
in 1567, was discovered at lh}?’ Marin
County site CA-Mrn-193, 3 I"Ilnal
Pacific Period coastal shell ?‘LIC!d_EI‘I.
It might be a relic of Drake’s visit
in 1579, but could also have come
from a Spanish ship :-?uch as Cer-
meRo's, since coins crrculah?:.i in-
ternationally. Note the hole in the
perimeter of the coin: Flaltfomula
Indians often sewed pierced coms
on their costumes as ornaments.
The coin thus was 5ubﬁt1[:uted for a
shell ornament in an [ndian value
system, an example of the limits of the
impact of contact with Europeans on
Indian cultures at that period, [Cuu:tesly
of the Lowie Museum of Anthropology.
University of California, Berkeley)
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Fiy. 75. This Japanese iron spearhead of the Magari Yari class was excavated at
the Final Pacific Period site CA-Mrn-207 in Marin County. It represents the
variety of Asian goods that made their way into coastal shell mounds. Since
the goods tend to be concentrated on the Marin County coast, the most likely
explanation for their occurrence is that they came from one or two ship-
wrecked Manila galleons, such as Cermefios San Agusfin, which was

wrecked off Drake’s Bay in 1595. (Courtesy of the Lowie Museum of An-
thropology, University of California, Berkeley)

lishing a settlement. But his vessel foundered while at anchor in
Drake’s Bay, and the crew returned to Mexico only after a harrowing
voyage in a small open boat. The shipwreck scattered a fortune in
Asian trade goods along the beaches (see Figs. 75 and 76), and many
objects found their way into archaeclogical sites around Point Reyes
{Heizer 1941; Meighan 1g950; Meighan & Heizer 1952).

The Mexican Viceroy, the Count of Monterrey, then sent Sebastiin

Vizcaino on a similar mission in 1602—3. He explored the coast in
three light ships thought more suitable for the treacherous waters of
;j?allfumia. Vizcaino apparently sailed as far north as Oregon, but,

Cermeno, failed to discover San Francisco Bay. He did discover
bay at Monterey, however, which he named in honor of the Vice-

10y in hopes of being appointed captain of the next Manila galleon.
Mnfortunately for Vizcaino, the Count was soon ousted from power,
and both Vizcaino's dreams and the plans for colonizing California

abandoned.

ing the next 150 years California was largely neglected by

pain. Trading ships from Asia occasionally foundered on the coast,

, Sopped for repairs, water, or provisions. Spanish artifacts and

°5€ porcelains were acquired in small numbers by coastal In-
5. A few surviving sailors from wrecked ships, or escapees from
S laying over, may have reached shore, either to be killed or to
Indian communities.

H0stilities occurred occasionally between the Europeans and In-
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to establish a chain of missions and military outposts among the In-
dians of Baja California. In 1702, Fadre Kino, the founder of 26 mis-
gions in the American Southwest, reached the Colorado River. He re-
alized that California was not an island, as had been prE.viuusl}r
pelieved, and that outposts in both Baja California and Alta California
could be provisioned by land rather than by the more hazardous sea
route. Kino died in 1711 without the inert colonial government in
Mexico City acting on his idea, but it remained in circulation amon
Mexican intellectuals for the next half century. f
Then, in 1747, the Russians discovered the Bering Strait and began
to develop their own colonial empire in Alaska, expanding slowly
down the coast. In 1763, the British wrested Canada from the French
and belgan to explore its western regions for possible commercial ex:
ploitation. Spain at last perceived the threat to its northern colonial
frontier and moved to secure it. José de Galvez was sent by the king to
Mexico City as Visitador-General to take over the colonial government
and re_-vitaliz:e it. Gaspar de Portola, then governor in Baja California
was given administrative authority to colonize and govern Alta 'Ealii
Ec:-rr_tia, and was directed to lead a combined land-sea expedition to
begin settlement before the end of the 1760s (Lavender 1g972: 34-38)
The era devoted solely to exploration had come to a close. 5]:-;1111 wa;
about to embark on a wholly new enterprise in California. Of course
most parts of California were still largely unknown to the cutsid:—i‘
world, and exploration by Europeans would continue for many years
The period had relatively little impact on California’s archaeulogicai
record, Foreign visitors left few material remains to mark their visits
at;h:l Indian cultures were not significantly disrupted by these cun:
5 i:ifié):sdof_ the most important contributions of these visits was the
- landjsu:rrlgals kept by some explorers describing these trips
bl PEG[}IES they encountered. Made by untrained and
ﬁdmetlmez-.. barely literate men, these earliest historical accounts pro-
_‘_PE;‘: Ei}ffiﬁ; shadowy glimpses of Native Californian cultures at the
g 1;':1' devetupme?t. I:w:rn though, for the most part, these
.‘-*il‘ided = slrdl_}f be cong:dered ‘unbiased observers,” they have pro-
f Nam};ac el_lfnfﬂrlmahun about such things as the appearance of
iy alifornians the*g_.r met and the locations of their settle-
g rc aealﬂglsts and historians have found these documents to
: begreat v_alue‘ in remnstruct.ing ethnographically known societies
5 1960; Heizer 1978a; Heizer & Almquist 1971; Heizer & Whip-
1971; Hutchinson 1969; Lavender 1g72; Schuyler 1g78). 4

Fig. 76. This sherd of decorated Chinese porcelain was found during the ex:
cavation of CA-Mrn-z32, a Marin County shell midden at Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashore (fragment about 3 ® 7eom) A number of such sherds have
been found along this stretch of coast, perhaps all from the cargo of the San
Agustin. Whether the dishes were used or kept by the Indians as rare objects
is not clear, in contrast to the coin shown in Fig. 74. (Courtesy of the Lo
Museum of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley)

dians, sometimes arising from the kidnapping of Indian women b
sailors. Spanish genes may have been added to the Indian genetl
stock because of rape or marriage. And episodes of disease wel
probably introduced by the Europeans to the nonresistant Native Cali
fornian populations. Although archaeological research has showl
that the Native Californian population declined after the end of th
Final Pacific (Cook 1976a, 1978), it may be that the population peake
before the end of the Final Pacific, and that diseases introduced 8
fore permanent Spanish settlement affected the Indian population:
Whatever the timing and the causes of the decline, it was apparent
confined largely to Indians living along the coast, and had com
paratively less impact on inland groups. By and large, the contad
were brief and had relatively little effect on Native Californian cultul
as a whole. All in all, Indian-European relations were relatively an
cable at this time, marked perhaps as much by mutual curiosity &
anything else. _

The Spanish government's attitude toward California’s colonizati€
began to shift again around the end of the seventeenth century.
pearl fishery was developed in the Gulf of California. To make it md
secure, the Spanish launched an effort in cooperation with the Jes 1
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Jesuit Qrder had built missions in northern Mexico, the Southwest
and Be_xja California. The government intended to keep its miﬁsion;
operating only as long as it took to civilize the Indians—an estimated
ten years. Afterward, each mission would be converted to the status
of a parish church, its converts assuming civilized status as new farm-
ers and ranchers. The mission lands would be given over to the con-
verts, and the mission flocks and herds would be dispersed to stock
the new enterprises. In time, the Spanish Crown grew suspicious of
the loyalty of the largely non-Spanish Jesuits, and in 1767 removed
them from the mission system and brought in the Franciscan Order to
replace tth. Thus, when Gélvez directed Portoli to mount a coloniz-
ing expedition for Alta California, it was the Franciscan fathers, under
the leadership of Padre Junipero Serra, rather than the jesu:it:s who
were called on to establish the mission system. ’

Portola led the first expedition of colonists from Mexico along the
route suggested by Padre Kino nearly a century before: overland
across the Sonoran and Colorado deserts—stopping first at San Diego
to be resupplied by ship—and then north to Vizcaino's anchorage
at Monterey (Brandes 1969; see also Map 45). Over the next 52 vears
21 missions were founded by Padre Serra and his successors along the
coast between San Diego and Sonoma, as well as a number of modest
chapels and asistencias, or administrative branches of the missions. Two
formal pueblos were chartered and built within the first ten years of
satt]er_nr;'nt, at 5an Jose and Los Angeles; and military presidios u:ere
established at San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San Francisco
{see Figs. 77—g). ;

The Spaniards concentrated their settlements along the coast for
Several reasons. Indian populations were dense there. The coast
:;m-:é be deflended and resupplied by sea with comparative ease and
. 1;; ull':r?tw[m settifemenFs would have presented greater logistical
- Sﬂu—.s and heavier reliance on the extremely .5[‘3”"" overland route
_ nora. And the coastal Indians already enjoyed to a consider-
b Measure a settled village life, meaning that Eivilizing them, in
':-.:: ; ﬂi::;-h terms, wpuld be less chaiIEnging than the civilizing of, ;a:-,r,
4 ni:SrE rnnma:\jdldc dese;t peoples. Development of the California
i Ca!ifufn;;mlf ; steadily, and by 1822 the non-Indian population
b '@ Nad risen to 3,750 people (Hutchinson 1g69: 64; Lav-
bae 1g97z2: ;:*4-;9].

- ;ji‘ltr;"l;s;lac:j waflfc;unxded, a population of Indians was brought
ey fen ive villages of the vicinity, usually by force. The im-

E populations were used as slave laborers to build the
N8, outbuildings, waterworks, and other facilities. In return

The Hispanic Stage (1769-1822)

European culture, as opposed to individual Europeans, reached

California in the spring of 1769 when Gaspar de Portold’s expedition
landed at San Diego. Galvez's program for securing Mexico's norths
western frontier called for a few hundred priests, soldiers, and set-
tlers to conquer and occupy a region nearly as large as Spain itself, a
region already occupied by over joo,o00 Indians. As improbable
the plan seems, it was based on Spain’s largely successful experien
in northern Mexico, the Southwest, and Baja California, where indig-
enous societies were poorly equipped to resist the Spaniards’ weap-
ons and military skills. k.

Galvez's program called for the establishment of three kinds of in-
stitutions: military garrisons (presidios), religious agrarian institutions
(misiones), and civilian settlements and ranches (pueblos and ranchos).
The program aimed to develop a gentry consisting of independent
farmers, ranchers, and merchants and administered by local officials
under the ultimate authority of the Viceroy and the King. The gentry
was to serve as a militia to support the army in resisting Russian and
British expansion. The system was to raise all its own food, to pre-
duce raw materials for export to the mother country, and to provide g
market for manufactured goods exported from Spain and her n:
developed colonies. The new colony was to be prevented from having
commerce with other European powers so as to ensure Spain’s advan:
tage (W. Bean 1977; Fages 1937).

The Spanish government would have liked to settle its front
with loyal citizen colonists who could have created an instant bul
on the empire’s borders, but it had learned through prior experie
that few Spaniards could be lured to such remote regions. Fai
that, the goal became the creation of a population of peasants
tradesmen from the native peoples who already occupied the region
For this reason, religious missions were made the center of the coll
nizing effort. Missionary fathers converted the natives to Christiani
and taught them the arts and crafts of civilized life, transformil
them in the process from scarcely human savages (in the Spani
view) to intelligent beings— gente de razén. If the Indians proved ine
pable of receiving instruction owing to their inability to appreciate
superiority of Spanish culture, experience in Mexico had shown th
the presence of soldiers would lead to the creation of a new gen€
tion of mixed-blood peasants (mestizos) whose loyalty would be
Spain rather than to the traditional cultures of their Indian mothe

Spain had had earlier experience with missionary programs. 1

-
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they were taught the skills of brickmaking, ceramic-tile manufacture,
weaving, pottery making, woodworking with metal tools, baking,
cultivation, and ranching, among others. Conversion to Christianity

1. Mission San Diego de Alcald,

1760
2. Mission San Luis Rey de

Mfﬂ;"::f““m;‘?}"fan Capi- was often accomplished by trickery, bribery, or force. A few Indians
* strano, 1776 became literate, and some used the European painting techniques

4. Mission San Gabriel Arch-
angel (Arcingel), 1771

5. Mission San Fernando Rey
de Espana, 1797

B, Mission San Buenaventura,

they had been taught to produce pieces for altar decoration. Some as-
sisted the Spanish soldiers. Most, however, led existences of unre-
lieved misery and toil under close confinement (Heizer & Almquist
1g71: H-11).

i e These so-called “Mission Indians” were taken from a dozen or more
7. Mission Santa Barbara, 1786 ; . : ; ; Ao
B. Mission Santa Inés (Ynez), Native Californian cultures (Shipek 1978). At the height of mission

1804 ) development, an estimated 55,000 Indians lived at the 21 missions,
9. Misigi:ntl.yg Purisima Concep out of a total state population of between 260,000 and 270,000 (Cook
o i saa Luis Obispo de 1976a). The numbers at the missions were raised to that level only by
Tolosa, 1772

repeated raids by soldiers on “wild Indian” settlements, for popula-
tion losses at the missions were consistently high. High death rates
owing to disease, malnutrition, abuse, and culture shock horrified

11, Mission San Miguel Arche
angel (Arcangel), 1797
12. Mission San Antonio de

Padua, 1771 i _ many of the padres, but the mission fathers were committed to their
13. Mg;::sﬁ”f;;‘? Sehoraiey program and could do nothing to stem the loss of life (Heizer 1g974a).

14. Mission San Catlos 13r:|r1'4;1n-..ﬁ
men [Carmel), 1770
15. Mission San Juan Bautista,
1797
16, Mission Santa Cruz, 1791
17. Mission Santa Clara, 1777
18, Mission 5an José, 1797
1g. Mission San Francisca de
Asis {San Francisco or LN
lores), 1
20. Mi.sslu:t Sa?lzéﬂafaei Arch-
angel (Arcingel), 1817
21. Mission San Francisco 5ol
(Sonoma), 1823

Mission marriage and baptismal records show that the marriages and
births among the Indian neophytes were far too few to replace the
losses from death. Many Indian women regularly practiced abortion
to prevent births, and many mothers who bore children of Spanish
soldiers killed their babies (Lavender 1972: B2—go).

Mission losses were furthered by the escape of neophytes. Spanish
troops pursued bands of escapees as far as the Central Valley, and re-
faptured Indians were routinely flogged, imprisoned, or placed in

ip 45 (facing page). Locations of Spanish missions in California and their
nding dates. Spain hoped to secure the northwestern flank of its Ameri-
N colonial empire against Russian expansion through a settlement-and-

fication program. The plan included military garrisons, civilian towns,
d religious missions. Of these elements, the missions were most crucial,

use in them the Spanish hoped to organize Indians to provide the pro-
wam’s labor force and the population for a future peasantry loyal to the
= Wi The plan was developed from Spain’s earlier experience in colonizing

2 California and the American Southwest. In these earlier efforts, the
sSuit Order had directed the mission programs, but the Jesuits fell out of
=¥0r with the Spanish government just before the launching of the California
CUBram. The Franciscans therefore established California’s mission chain,
Arting with the first settlement in 1769 at San Diego and continuing until the
#€xican Revolution of 1822 ended Spain’s colonial programs in North Amer-
-+ Lhe 21 missions established in that period were all located near the coast,
HICe the only practical means of provisioning them was by sea.




- - ' i h shows the restorel
o 77. Mission Santa Barbara. This 1938 photograp :
Elr-ugapﬁwith the front of the galleried compound to the HE:II Tl;:nil:nlztr;ﬂ ;:5
icallv formed a side of the mission compound. es g
:JL‘E'IE:S:SY P::-:E];rhvtes' barracks, offices, kitchens, dassr[mmz, 5mremnm:,1:ua :
: E d. Stables, barns, more Wor
workshops all formed part of the compoun e e i
; ;, and other outbuildings were built nearby, Lhe :
;S?mpzd a self-sufficient community for two thousand or more people. {

Forest Service Photo)
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S BT ma e e s
Fig. 78. Mission San Luis Rey de Frandia, built_['j{t 17_4;45:.[;!-.#&1\:_;13;21'&5 ri :
\ta Barbs i5sl A lightly more Moorish flavo
Santa Barbara mission), shows a slightly I B e T
ts, though its compound design Is similar. L1e on :
r:ellft?:lf the c%urch, has some graves dating back to the mission pl:tzi:g
cnfmeteries were combined with formal gardens, partly for aes i
artly for practical reasons. The combination thus conserved spa
It:;-u: mission and allowed the fathers to grow a number of Eurupe;
close at hand: fig trees, grapevines, and seasoning herbs, for exampie.
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Fig. 75. Mission San Francisco Solano, built at Sonoma in 1823, is unusual in
several ways. The last of the California missions, it is the simplest in architec-
ture, although it employs the basic compound form. It is among the smallest,
it is the farthest north, and it is the only one built under Mexican rule. Plans
for the mission were developed by the Franciscans while Spain still ruled, but
the Mexican Revolution occurred before construction began. The Franciscans
were under suspicion after the Revolution because most were Spanish and
had no particular loyalty to the new government. This mission was their last
major project in California. Its simple style reflects both the straitened fi-
nances of the mission system and the growing influence of the “Monterey”
style of colonial architecture: broad verandas supported by posts rather than
the colonnaded arched walkways favored by the Spanish; low, pitched, tiled,
nj.rEThanging roofs; simple post-and-lintel doorway construction; thick walls
Plerced by deep window recesses. Of all the missions, this is perhaps the
most truly Californian.

 Stocks (Stickel & Cooper 1969). Escape was made even more risky be-
‘taAuse the Spaniards gradually eliminated the surrounding native vil-
Ages, 50 that escapees had nowhere to go (see Map 46). Demoralized,
toff from access to family and food, and physically debilitated, the
dpees had little hope of survival in their former homeland. Some
Apees became raiders on the missions, tryving to help others escape
.. Stealing horses and goods from mission lands (W. Bean 1977
SE1Zer 1974a; Shipek 1978).

though Spain did succeed in settling coastal California, the mis-
Program failed to create a population of farmers, ranchers, and
‘:‘-hants from the neophytes. After 1810, the mission populations
“Hined faster than they could be replenished, and most of the mis-
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sions suffered from greatly reduced populations by 18z20. Then, in

1821-22, Mexican revolutionaries joined with compatriots in many
other parts of Latin America to overthrow their Spanish colonial gov-
ernors. An independent Mexican nation was created. California had
not been directly involved in the revolution, but Mexico'’s indepen-
dence brought it control of the former colony. Spanish civil and mili-
tary authority was replaced by Mexican, and the Hispanic era in Alta
California was brought to a close,
Early European intrusion and settlement in California had different
consequences than elsewhere. The fur trade dominated many of the
early contacts elsewhere between Indians and Europeans, and often
the fur trade was itself disruptive to traditional cultures. But in some
areas (such as the Pacific Northwest, New York, New England, the
Rockies, and the Great Lakes) it also led to temporary prosperity ag
Indians became participants in larger, cash-oriented economic sys
tems. Even on the Great Plains, European intervention resulted in the
spread of the horse, which led in turn to a focal emphasis on bison
hunting. .
Spanish colonization had a different result in California. No Califor
nia group developed an economic partnership with the Spanish; in
fact, the mission economies were less productive than the Indiar
economies they replaced. Although the Spaniards were technologi
cally more sophisticated than the Indians in several respects, theil
economic institutions in the mission system were less complex an
integrated than the traditional systems had been. The mission p
gram disrupted the focal economies of California. Even the group
that were not missionized felt this adverse impact. Spanish settlemer
barred many of the remaining California Indians from traditionall
important resources, such as clamshell beads, abalone shells, Catalin
steatite, shellfish, and asphaltum, Vitally important trade relatiof
ships between the coast and the interior were severed. The inevitab
result was an economic decline even for peoples who had never s
a European. Even had the Spanish been more careful in their missiol
ization, they probably would never have been able to enter into €@
nomic partnership with non-mission Indians. The Spaniards hi
come for souls and land, not just furs or minerals. ]
Events showed that, from the Spanish perspective, colonizati€
was begun none too soon. The feared Russian presence materiali2
in the early 1800%s. Russia had been developing an Alaska colony 0
half century, and had begun to explore southward in search of fi
Unlike the Spaniards, the Russians were interested in acquiring ré
materials rather than settling the land. Their main target was the G
fornia sea otter, whose fur could be sold in China at great profit.

Aren of Complete Spanish
eI ARGR h

LR partially alfected by
Spanigh usssanizalon

Arsa ol Auksaan influencs
around  Fort Boss

-

Map 46. Areas of Spanish and Russian
e coastal hills and valleys from
tively dominated by Spain, but the

influence in California, 17691822
San Francisco Bay southward were effec-

ly do : influence of Spanish presence was felt b
California Indian communities as far east as the Sierra vaada and the Culo}:

l'al-l-'iu River, T'.h{-_Russie!n presence, though much more localized and limited in
urp_use,_ effectively limited the northward expansion of Spanish colonies.
ssian influence was felt far to the south of Fort Ross, since sea otters were

= far E!I:Iuth 5 Mnr 4] Bﬂ. SJ-E -
re
ur Iﬁ:iaq a r }" d d VESs W takE'n “‘Dm a8 lal‘ S’L“.lth as

lcga.lsussian post was established at Bodega Bay, north of San Fran-

g he next year it was moved to a more secure setting at Fort
2 u:rhere It was maintained until 1841.

1 Russian relationships with California Indians were quite different
those of the Spaniards. The Russians did some of their own
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trapping, aided by the Aleut Indians they brought with them to
fornia, but they also traded for furs with local Pomo Indians. The Rus-
sians and Aleuts were*guilty of several atrocities committed against
Native Californians, such as the San Nicolas Island massacre in 1830,
in which all but twenty of the island’s population were killed (Heizeg
& Elsasser 1963). In general, however, Russian relations with Indiang
were more amicable. A number of cases of Russian-Pomo bilingual.
ism are known, for instance, and formal marriages between Russiag
men and Pomo women have been recorded. Although the Russian
were not necessarily more humane than the Spaniards, their desin
for furs, their disinterest in colonial settlement and land acquisitior
and their desire for amicable trade relations all served to foster a bet
ter atmosphere between them and the Indians (Johnston 1962: 103
Kroeber 1925: 633—35). These conditions also meant that the Rus
sians had far less impact on Native Californian cultures than th
Spaniards had—and the Russian efforts are correspondingly less v
ible archaeologically.

Spanish settlement caused dramatic changes in California’s archaee
logical record (Moriarty 1971). European styles of architecture an
technology were introduced (Brandes 1969 and Moriarty & Weylan
1971; see Figs. 77-79). Metal came into use for the first time an
spread to many Indian communities. Pottery had been rare pn
historically except in the southeastern deserts, where the manufa
ture of a plain, brown pottery ware known as Tizon Brownware a
peared around A.p. 1000 (Evans 1969); but the Spaniards deve -:-::
extensive ceramic industries in order to make containers and roof ar
floor tiles, and introduced the making of adobe building bricks. D
mestic animals were imported to provide food, raw materials, ple
labor, and transportation. By 1820, most of the missions had betwe
10,000 and 20,000 head of sheep and cattle and hundreds of horses
their pastures, and pigs and chickens were kept in the mission @
pounds. Studies of animal bones found at mission sites show that#
neophytes, who did the bulk of the work at the missions, were tauj
Spanish styles of animal butchering and usually abandoned their!
ditional styles even when butchering game for their own use (Hog
1979). Wheeled vehicles were introduced, particularly the ox-dra
carreta, a simple cargo wagon with two solid wooden wheels
turned on a log axle (Fig. 80). Even a few finer carriages we
ported by colonial administrators and military commanders (M
1973). Although the padres frequently rode mules, horses we
den by military, government, and civilian personnel, including
Indian neophytes trained as vaqueros to herd cattle from horsebd
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Fig. 0. The carreta was the basic cargo vehicle under Spanish and Mexi
ru]e._m California. Drawn by a pair of yoked oxen, the cafl! provided slni:]fa?.:r;
efficient transport in a land of few roads. Its simple design meant that it could
be made by semiskilled carpenters using the simplest hand tools and local
l;':r Ln;tenats. It could be repaired easily, but was so solid that it did not often
» u;-i own. And it did not require expensive metal fittings or highly crafted
components that had to be imported from Europe. Consequently, it

Was perfectly adapted to the needs of a small col : _
empire, all colony on the remote fringe of

Many of the material remains from these activities have made their
4y into the archaeological sites that mark the missions ranchos
Seblus, and remaining Indian settlements of this era. r ’
y “Ystematic agriculture, introduced into California by the Spaniards
"4d a profound effect on the native California resources and land:
pe. Sdevrr:ra] missions developed extensive waterworks to supply
3 buildings and fields. European crops were introduced: wheat,
E Eﬁrley, and other grains, grapevines, fruit and nut trees, vegeta-
’ éilE':;:f]rS' he]r.bs' medicinal plants, and textile fibers. California’s
R ean climate prf.ﬂlwed to be an especially hospitable setting

Ny species. In addition to the deliberate introductions, seeds
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i : g
?;E. :E‘?;?gia::]:zsf-e;nblage; of énl.samn and traditional artifacts reflects
social order based, no matter ho i i
, ‘ : : w one-side
may have beenl, on an interaction between these two cultures t .
duce a i}fﬂthesmed adaptation to California. L
MAI:::t er e!ﬁ:rnent was added to this era’s archaeological remains b
f:r::r:;. In;gshz;s. I\;n}r of the farmers, ranchers, merchants, and in}r
ntry soldiers brought to California were Mexi ; ' 2
: : ; exican rather tha -
thElg'n?jr;I}:, and in most cases of mixed Spanish and Mexicmzlﬁs?;n
C‘;‘mbinéd SESE l1l'l1r1'l]gl'al'l.t3 byuught with them a mestizo culture that
S panish and Mexican elements into its own hybrid cre-
?;.[1 ng e fCulhvahnn of corn, beans, chiles, and squash, the millin
e f.—. theuﬁrlpac:li;.llepglgae?, w;jelbshaped metates, the use of adobe rathe%
stered stone masonry for architect
: 43ty ure, the -
515 ué pﬁnchutst} le serapes and huge-brimmed sombreros, and 1:3?;’(
t }T::i 11;2_:' tort:illii andhfn]a]es were all mestizo mnl'ributions rather
ian, ough mestizos never constitt
rian . . : ited a large part
gﬁlea;]lc;n 12 California during the Hispanic period, surﬁe Ee;alifat;le
ﬂ-.elﬁganizz pc;;n;aorshand Imje to positions of growing importance as
. ave Indian neophytes ass i
failed to materialize. Ex i 2 e
; . Excavations at the Sanchez adobe ne ifi
ar Pacif
;;]:::cl};tr:;;a? a farm that grew wheat to help feed Mission Dﬁlum;cfr;
P c:;co, reveals tl.ue characteristically mestizo nature of such
- gts i,'llrake_ 15;|_52;_il"'.-'Illv.?}-r Holman, pers. comm. 1g8o)
L 2{ :l: ¥, nussmnulcatm? all but extinguished the traditional cul-
e 5: ccg:stal Indians in the 600 miles (g65 km) between Tomales
e :{ iego f{see Map 46). In the area of the missions, Indian
e dapart rom those confined to the missions themselves)
O mis;gce by go percent or more, or even completely wiped out
i n pﬂpulat_mns were maintained only by drawing from tht.;
. he|g.;[ s];.lrmEndmg populations. Some Indians fled inland to
- e v (];t er groups, where much of their own language and
e : i;uﬁg‘u;;gf:s{ﬁhckfel & Cooper 1969). Individuals attached
s he; to farms and ranches as peons or serfs, in
s er their own communities were destroyed. Mont-
b gf tﬁ}fflcthliai account of the fate of Chief Marin, findin
i Esa ;.:r l:a}'nﬂ]}r and community upon release from the pri&oE
5 a - 7 16 11
el ms}ﬁc,tm okes this condition. From these few, and
- gl I1ren of the neophytes, a few representatives of
R astal cultures survived, and their descendants man

Bed to bring som
: k ; : i
Entieth cergltury. e knowledge of their traditional cultures into the

from European grasses were carried inadvertently into the state in the
wool of Spanish sheep. These hardy European grasses proved far
more vigorous than the native perennial bunchgrasses, and within a
few generations the state was blanketed with wild oats, mustard, star
thistle, and other exotic species while the original grasses became
nearly extinct. A century later, even many California Indians no
longer realized that wild oat was not an original feature of the en-
vironment (see, for example, Goldschmidt 1951}
The adjustment by Europeans to colonial life is reflected in the ar=
tifacts they left behind. The immigrants tried, insofar as possible, to
lead lives with which they were familiar. They imported some mate
rial goods, including weapons, iron tools, glass, and fine fabrics. But
it was not possible to import everything they needed, since costs were
high and shipping time-consuming and unreliable. Metal, in particu
lar, was comparatively hard to obtain and therefore relatively rare ang
valuable. As a result, craftsmen, both Hispanic and Indian, produces
a variety of European-style goods made of local California materials
Virtually all local craft production was done in the missions, sing
there was only a tiny Hispanic military and civilian population, an
the missions were the center of the Spanish attempt to concentrat
the indigenous population. The padres introduced a variety of Eurg
pean crafts and skills, such as adobe manufacture and construction
tile making, pottery, hide tanning, weaving, blacksmithing, cand
and soap production, baking, leatherworking, carpentry, farmi !
winemaking, and herding. These they taught to the captive missic
Indians who, in turn, provided almost all the labor for these craft
For the Indians who were missionized, much of their traditional et
ture and technology was replaced by Hispanic craft activities af
technologies.
The loss of traditional technology was most complete in those aré

in which Indian activities were in conflict with mission activities. &8
was particularly true for objects associated with men, whose
tional activities, such as hunting, fishing, warfare, and ritual,
almost totally prohibited by the padres. In other cases, certain Kifl
of activities practiced by Indians were not regarded as conflict
with Spanish goals and were allowed to persist. For example, at I
sions where married couples were provided family housing, WOl
were allowed to practice their own domestic activities. These WG I
continued to make and use such traditional items as baskets and ¥
ing tools. In still other cases, mission crafts involved skills with W
Indians were already familiar, such as processing animal hidesi
these cases both Indian and Spanish tools were used. The distinct

As not ' i i
ed earlier, Hispanic colonization even affected Native Califor-
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nian groups that were not in direct contact with the missions. In addi-
tion to the breakdown of the trade system and the lack of access to
coastal resources, such important resource areas for people in the
Coast Ranges as the grasslands in the river valleys and the groves or |
oaks were gradually preempted by Europeans for grazing lands. Pur-
suing Spanish troops periodically raided the Central Valley, leading to
further hostilities. The permanent Hispanic population on the coast.
became a source for disease, to which the Indians had no resistance,
By the nineteenth century, epidemics swept through the interior In-
dian populations as well as through the mission peoples. Thus the
impact of Spanish settlement was felt far from its center, almost in-
variably to the disadvantage of the Indians.
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The Mexican Stage (1822-46)

Inspired by the United States and French revolutions, liberal fe
swept through much of Latin America during the first two decades of
the nineteenth century, and Spain soon lost almost all her New World
colonies. Mexico, after winning her freedom in 1822, established a -
public under a constitution modeled after that of the United States. Ip
becoming independent, she assumed control of the colony of Alt
California (Map 47). Spanish civil and military authorities were re
placed by Mexicans under the new governor, José Maria Echeandia
This did not lead to wholesale cultural change in California’s Eurg
pean population, but several important changes did occur.

The first change concerned relations between California and othel
nations. Spain had closed her colonies to ships of other Europea
powers in order to preserve her trade monopolies. Visits by foreig
ships to California ports were notable mainly for their rarity. Mexict
however, relaxed this practice. First England, and then the Unite
States, began to send trading ships to California ports. California
major export iterns of the time were cattle by-products: hides i
leather and tallow for candles and soap. At the time of the Mexice
Revolution most of California’s cattle were in mission hands, and tk
mission fathers turned to hide and tallow production as a source
badly needed income. Indian neophytes were put to work driving &
tle down to the shore to be slaughtered. Hides were baled and ston

;{lgf eil?" Areas of Mexican influence, 1822- 46. The Mexican Revolution, com.-
e tlr1 L&zz, ended Spa‘m’s acr:upatiun of California. The new Mexican re-
Rt i(::g m-'e‘; the Spanish colonies, gradually transforming California to a
Z'anluj'?n ndependent, self-sufficient state whose economy was based on cattle
iy & and foreign trade. Because expanding pastoralism took Mexican set-
e ent much farther inland than Spanish settlement had gone, the number

OF California Indian communities di i
: irectly affected by foreign colonizati
uch larger than it had been under Spa_}irn. 4 2 S

:,‘:‘ f-::sétered this fcreigr} tradf.: partly to stimulate the colony’s
- Y and partly be::ause It provided the only large source of in-
L™ fwcinlai:-ie with which to finance its colonial administration. Cali-

t::ls mtErna].eccnum}r at this time operated principally on the
_-' System. Little cash was in circulation, in contrast with the econ-
Y during the Final Pacific Period. The Mexican government lacked

Spanish ship landed along the coast, the mission would entertain £
captain, strike a bargain, and row the cargo in small boats out
the anchored ship. With secularization, this trade passed into t
hands of the rancheros. Chace (1969) points out how dependent £
ranchero economy was on the cattle trade described so vividly
Richard Henry Dana in his Two Years Before the Mast.




The Historical Period

the resources to support troops and civil servants in distant colonies,
so it raised the needed funds by opening its ports and imposing du-
ties on all foreign imports. Visiting ships were supposed to call at
Monterey, where customs inspectors levied the import tax (W. Bean
1977; Beardsley 1946). Furthermore, the growing Mexican population
in Alta California created a market for manufactured goods, and U.5.
and British shippers responded vigorously to supply this demand. As
a result, Yankee and English goods appear in archaeological sites of
this era, mixed with Mexican, Spanish, and Indian artifacts.
This growing trade began to bring commercial agents to the colony,
When California was first opened to foreign trade, sales and orders
were made by each ship’s officers when vessels called along the coast.
A captain would have to seek markets for his imported cargo, and
then purchase a cargo of hides and tallow from whatever rancheros
he could deal with. By having permanent representatives in the sub-
stantial communities at San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, and
Monterey, however, shippers could arrive to find their imported car:
gos already sold, distribution arranged for, warehouses of hides
awaiting loading, and orders already taken for the next voyage. B
1845, more than 7oo U.S. businessmen and their families had joi d
the 7,000 Mexican Californianos living in the colony. These agents b
gan to provide the colony’s first commercial banking services. 5i ¢
few financial resources were available locally, the Yankee agents be
gan to provide funds and lines of credit to the Mexican ranche 03,
which strengthened the growing U.S. influence in the region. i
Further U.S. influence resulted from visits by American fur b ap
pers. With the opening of California’s borders by Mexico, Ame 1
trappers came overland to explore and exploit the interior. Jede
Smith, who traveled up the Sacramento River, crossed the Kla
Mountains, and reached the sea in 1826, was the first of this b
Although the fur trappers generally did not settle in California, t
represented the first direct contact with foreigners for many inte
Indian groups. These contacts very likely were responsible for
spread of diseases deadly to the native population. The great sr
pox epidemic of 1830-33 in the Sacramento Valley, which may hat
killed as many as 60,000 Indians, was apparently started by a party”
fur trappers traveling up the Sacramento River and on to Oregon t
the fall of 1830 (Cook 1978: 92). So, in a fashion, the Americans {
already become a forceful influence on Indian and Mexican cultuf
in California even before the War of 1846 ended Mexico's rule.
But by far the biggest change that the Mexicans made in CalitorT
was the secularization of the missions. Some of the missions
been in operation for more than 6o years, far longer than Spain B
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originally intended, and the Spanish government had actually begun
to develop plans for terminating the missions when the Mexican Rev-
olution ended its rule. Although the Mexican takeover did not bring
about an immediate end to the missions, it did accelerate the process.
For one thing, the new Mexican constitution granted full citizenship,
at least in theory, to all persons born within the republic’s boundaries
and regardless 6f race—including the Indians. For another, the new
governor, Echeandia, had been a revolutionary soldier and was an ar-
dent civil libertarian. He began to develop plans for ending the role of
the missions and bringing freedom to the Indians soon after he ar-
rived in California in 1822, Agitation for the end of the missions grew
in both Mexico and California during the following decade. It was ac-
companied by plans to bring more colonists to the area north of San
Francisco in order to create a stronger bulwark against the Russians
and British. Liberal Mexicans hoped to bring Indians into the colonial
communities to create the kind of integrated society they saw devel-
oping in some parts of Mexico. Commercial advantage was also seen
to follow from the development of a larger civilized population.
Three factors above all others complicated the issue of mission secu-
larization for all concerned: politics in Mexico, the role of the Fran-
ciscan fathers, and the readiness of the Indians to become full-fledged
citizens in Mexican terms (W. Bean 1977 Lavender 1g7z). Back in
Mexico, bitter factional disputes broke out between liberals and con-
servatives, and the mission-secularization issue became entangled in
this conflict. Communication between Mexico and California was so
Intermittent, and the strength of the Mexican government so re-
duced, that between 1828 and 1832 the province of Alta California be-
came almost a de facte independent nation. Although the Mexican
Californians shared all the differences raging at home, they found
common ground in preferring their autonomy, which made any ad-
Ministrative plans from Mexico difficult to carry out. Nevertheless,
the idea of secularization received considerable support, perhaps

Mmainly because the Californianos longed to appropriate the vast mis-
Slon lands and herds for their own.

The Franciscans also were a problem because most of the padres

Were of Spanish birth and showed little loyalty to the new Mexican
I;IE‘III':Werr1rr'=ent; the padres were also the only group to provide genuine
hlti‘]fml‘t for the Indians. Although Mexican liberals were committed
4 the ideal of full citizenship for all Mexicans, the dominating princi-

Ple of self-interest precluded their making any real provisions for the

Frotection of Indian rights in the event that the missions were finally

iy S'q.."d.
The Indians themselves were scarcely prepared to leave the mis-
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sions. After a half century of mission life, much of their original cul-
ture had been strippeds away and the missions provided their only
means of survival. Some individuals had attached themselves to

Mexican communities as laborers, and among this group, poverty, '
disease, and alcoholism were rampant. Others had fled from the mis-
sions, joining groups of relatively undisturbed Indians. They wera’
completely unwilling to return to any close association with the Span-
ish and Mexicans, and in some cases they raided isolated ranchos and’
mission herds. Altogether, the situation was not auspicious for the
creation of a new, integrated society. !

Nevertheless, the drive for secularization continued. On August 17,
1833, the Congress in Mexico City passed an act that called for the
immediate transformation of the California missions into civil par
ishes (Lavender 1972: 102). José Figueroa, California’s governor at the
time, developed programs for the change. In theory, half of all mis
sion lands, herds, seed stores, and farm machinery were to be turned
over to the Indians in an enormous land reform that was to have cre
ated a population of indigenous peasant farmers and ranchers. Th
other half was to be managed by civil administrators for the benefit g
the new towns that Mexico had planned to act as buffers against th
Russian presence at Fort Ross and the British expansion in wester
Canada.

In reality, the Indians ended up with almost nothing, the né
pueblos were not developed, and the programs to bring addition
colonists from Mexico were thwarted. Instead, small numbers of th
original Mexican Californianos managed to seize almost all the ri
mission lands and form huge ranchos. Private land grants had be
rare until then: Spain and Mexico combined had made only 51 gra
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Bummeed from 30,50 1 10,000 i the et o T ndians
e m 30, . "t the first decade after seculariza-

e ts;::g:;:frz en_ded up as V1Ftufal serfs on the feudal-style I!‘::-
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3 elter, and c]-::thmg hadlbeen provided, a new religion had
that which had been taken from them, and

_ ;fered to replace
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IC arp, ; , ittle was left.
2 19?5; ;ﬂ;&ilmg Indian children to become huuseh;!d sjr:::sg
o270 Heizer & ﬁ]mqm;f 1971). Even the majority of missiﬂnls

B Materias, and were stripped of their artwork and

the Mexican government, and even more were awarded between 1
and 1846 (Hutchinson 1g6g9: 66-6g; Lavender 1g72: 105-7). In al
markably brief period almost all the productive farm- and ranchla
in the colony was handed over to a handful of Mexican families
gether with vast herds of cattle, sheep, and horses. Secularizat
ushered in “the period of ‘pastoral Arcadia,” which gave Califor
the gauzy and nostalgic heritage of dashing caballeros, beautiful
itas, and the ‘cattle on a thousand hills.” In all truth, this wa
of the largest non-nomadic pastoral societies the world has €
known.” (Hutchinson 196g: 68; see Fig. 81.)

If the Californiano era was bucolic for the privileged few,
mission Indians it was an even more devastating time than t

Ives fel] into ruins

* System
of ranchos that arose after secularization spread into




276 The Historical Period The Historical Period 277

dians of access to the best fishing grounds, to the valley oaks and
grasses, and to the migratory waterfowl, tule elk, and antelope. Sur-
viving trade networks were disrupted. The well-integrated Pacific Pe-
riod economies could no longer be maintained, nor could the large
populations they supported. By 1845, California’s Indian population
fell to about 150,000 (Cook 1976a: 44). The Pacific Period way of life,
which started to break down when Spanish settlement began, finally
died at this point.

This did not mean the end of every form of traditional culture, or
the death of all Native Californians. Rather, under the weight of
severe population losses and the factors that had produced those
losses, the structure of Pacific society collapsed. Even those cultures
still outside the sphere of direct Spanish and Mexican influence were
forced increasingly into a less focal, more diffuse economy. Reversion
to a true Archaic economy was not possible, however. A true Archaic
economy could not be restored because the movement of Indian
groups was now severely restricted: Archaic-style seasonal migra-
tions from the valleys to different environments in the high moun-
tains could not be followed; and access to many critical resources was
cut off. The remaining Indian groups were forced instead to diversify
their diets, basing them on the resources available in their immediate

territories. That strategy supplied less food than Archaic-style sea-
Fig. 82. Like the i 2 sonal rounds, and populations fell accordingly.
minit}r for its residents. For the decadet?:ﬂt}:;zﬂlgﬁ;ﬂ ;:;{iiﬁze or The falling population levels themselves affected other aspects of
source of help and 5“I;f1_".;5 for E‘Sﬁi:tm on its original site, and archae surviving Native Californian culture, so that the distinctive social fea-
e CE::::?EI,:E:[E!;xliten;?ve'::nt:: the accuracy of the reconstruction. Snol tures characteristic of the Pacific Period largely or wholly disappeared
ﬁ%:eﬁg one of the corner bastions with a sally port at mi"j‘“r?‘".m thl_f fd“l’ing the Historical Period. Much of these cultures’ social complex-
largely hidden by brush. The walls enclosed a cumplf-"f;{t]i::ﬁlj‘i'i?gs 8 ﬂ!r’ rested on an economic base: trade and profit had helped to create
workshops, storerooms, living quarters, and even a pri ‘Social and economic distinctions within communities, and when

:ar:le was disrupted everyone was reduced to egalitarian penury.
Many aspects of traditional life disappeared as specialists died with-
Out training their successors, And as the size and numbers of Native
lifornian settlements declined, the need for administrative special-
ra]sa declined. Village leaders, task group leaders, and craft spe-
sts became unnecessary, Knowledge and skills disappeared with
'€ People who knew and used them. Eventually even the very faith
remaining order waned. New cults arose from desperation,

missions earlier, Sutter’s Fort had to be a self-sustaining cor

i settlement of t
the Central Valley. It marked the first Eurnple_an se
gion and deprived the Indians of another critical resource zone. P
grants were awarded to non-Hispanics for the first time. In 1839
Sutter received 11 leagues (roughly 1,000 square miles, ot: 3,000 :
where Sacramento now stands (see Fig. 82). John Mars PDia
another 11 leagues between the site of Smcktcnhartld T-Chico
e Bid“iil acauirgfl;'i[nwE%2:;1311'99“?:1;:‘?’3“3:2?9?1]' - ":Is ':;ng }t-::' restore the old order through magic and ritual (DuBois
the Sacramento River in 1 ; ; La k. B o bt
i ' to accept . _

Indians who lived in the Centr?;l Valley h.-:i m:l;:;u?cﬂes .:.Ftu y i € population decline traditionally has been blamed on the Native
Tuptitl:'l %f'zrgra]:: ioalr:gnlaiisCoiislt.f:is;sp?ag;ilchgalready were O i‘" ficans’ lack of resistance to European diseases. Equally impor-
into the Si : ' |

her Indian groups. The developing ranchos began to deprive A but seldom mentioned, is the fact that many groups had already
by other Indian .
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been severely weakened by malnutrition following economic col-
lapse, which heightendd their susceptibility to disease. Even if Euro-:
pean diseases had never been a major factor, the collapse of Pacifie
focal economies alone would have caused a substantial population
decline. .
This weakening was carried into California’s interior by the spread
of the rancho system. Designed to produce a cash crop, the ranche
was actually incapable of supporting more than a relatively few pe
ple on a very large amount of land. In this respect it was in direct co
flict with the Indians, who needed the same land to support relatively
large numbers of people in a very different form of economy and so-
ciety. In this conflict the Indians, ‘who had been decimated by disez e
armed conflict, and the breakdown of their whole cultural world
were no match for the determined, ever-growing onslaught from e
outside world. The growing number of settlers entering Califo
the entry of trappers into many parts of the state, and the spread
actual settlement from the coast into the interior meant that this
had more profound effects on Native Californian populations
ever before. Even Indians living in relatively out-of-the-way 4
such as the foothills of the Gierra, were affected by disease and tl
loss of access to coastal and valley resources. Interior southern Ca
fornia was similarly affected. Only in far-northern California coulé
dian society persist in a relatively unaffected way. because this T
ged, remote area still lay beyond the reach of European interest
events in Texas 1,500 miles to the east (2,400 km) were soon to N
important consequences for California as a whole.

The Anglo-American Stage (1846 to the Present)

Mexico might have taken a firmer hand in California’s developi
during the crucial period of secularization except that its emt
were absorbed by the closer and bloodier Texas revolution. Tef
along the Texas-Mexico border remained high for the decad
Texas independence in 1836, distracting the Mexican BOVE
from events farther west. The United States annexed Texas in 1
precipitating a war between the United States and Mexico, &
nia’s 7,000 Mexicans, isolated from Mexico City, unable to rece
rious support, and burdened by factionalism and the prese
nearly 1,000 restive Anglo—Americans {Americans of Eng
scent), could scarcely defend their enormous province. The ap
of war in 1846 triggered a rebellion, fomented by Lt. John Chal
mont, among the Anglo-American dissidents, during WiHER
tried to wrest control of central California from the Mexican &
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nd set i
tahig W._num[:: n:h; EiearIFlag Republic. A number of Mexicans supported
e : “1: only three weeks later, the U.5. military, led bF: G
Califgmpgaegistgiz K;a;nyﬂand Commodore John Drake r‘Slcvat }sei:t::i
a, ed the Bear Fla ic :
e e g Republic, and declared California
The n s W i
Moo ;::tc::rvu }trn;ars vl.ere times of unrest and confusion. The Ameri
e ors aerMEi i:;::qu:f llocal government and transferred Cali:
¥ : ovince to an American territ
Amu::'iliantshmogeé into central California in growing nurzg:;rj I;g]ﬂ-
:ﬂf_lilim rg;‘f{e aliforniano Pupulatiﬂn in the south. The Am;r e
mﬂjmg r: N;CEFS who had §e1zed California were uncertain whethrmm
g exican law until directed to do otherwise or to im FG :iﬂ
mu.l;latfg r:glus 'fmd Californianos attempted to work out a];D:E i
n to their new political reality, gold was disc in the Si-
i 3 overed in the 5i-
oh iti
Sa{qmﬁlhg?rcs;ilrl-; jn;:?m;a;t carpenter hired by John Sutter to build a
. east of Sacramento, made the di i
E a, . H e discove
caiﬁhilétt;‘; I::!?]lZlILgShIS vulnerability as a Swiss citizen Wﬁiﬁfﬁ: a
in a LS. territory, tried t i i3
E 1ory, o keep the discovery
nianﬁ:{;:ﬂﬁ!ﬁ&k;:? out and within a few months thousandsrzfaCS:ﬁ;e :
med into the foothills of the Sierra. In December a sp:wa‘{:h

to Congress by President Polk spread the news in the east. O
. ver

150,000 min
, ers and adventurers poured into California in the next

fwo i

;ﬂllif?::?:ﬁ Iﬂll: Gold Rush sealed the fate of the remaining Nativ

Bient position E‘;{:‘si;zd pished even the Californianos into a subsere

a 3

3 %En o rchaeology of Sutter’s Fort, see Olsen 1961;

he 1

West, wi‘f%;i‘:giiuﬂh;vas an anomaly in the history of the American

e d;'am . g what might have been a gradual evolution int

: F atic, and revolutionary change, and introducing ni 4
r e e_

nts in i :

ch rlnﬂﬂ';ialctﬁima that‘uth_erwise might never have developed. Al-
-, B Pmelgn;,lsswe influx of people came from the easltern
ented. Sar, F;'ancis[?;u rom dozens of other nations were also repre-
| P was transformed overnight from a small pueblo
o previauslﬂtfﬂ Sacramento and Stockton grew up over-
- L ﬁrs!: there had been no communities at all, Enor-
ation for the cldf; ey were supply centers and points of em-
€ goldfields imﬁud' telds. Hundreds of mining camps sprang up in
thnic gmurp = Chi:;g m[an}lr that were made up of particular racial
uese, French- e Ijefr tahang, ngmans, Blacks, Hawaiians, Por-

B . ch: e ative Ca_hfcrmans are examples. Few C;m
plored archaeologically. Suddenly, California had bPES

iy
|
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Fig. #3. This ground-stone crushing wheel, known to have been made
miners from Chile and photographed in 1942 in Sequoia National Forest,
resents a low-energy method of ore crushing. The 1849 Gold Rush broug
argonauts from many nations, many of whom had previous mining expert
ence and brought the technology of their backgrounds with them. Many of
them shipped to Panama from the Atantic states and then crossed the Isthes
mus. Ships in this service, which had of course to circumnavigate the tip
South America, stopped at ports along the coast of Chile, Peru, and Ecua
before picking up the argonauts in Panama. Along the way, South Ame i
miners boarded the ships, and thus constituted a fair percentage of the p
sengers reaching San Francisco. By the mid-1850's most of these low-ene
mining efforts had been replaced by technologically more advanced metha
as the rich ores were played out and more efficiency in refining was needed 8
extract gold profitably. (U.S. Forest Service Photo)

come extremely diverse ethnically, but this diversity had not yet beel
fused into an integrated society (see Figs. 83 and 84). ¥,

Life in the goldfields was often violent and lawless. Many args
nauts were rootless, ill adjusted, and uneducated. Others were fl
ing from eastern urban poverty, from discrimination, or from the {8
Still others were law-abiding, middle-class young men seeking weat
and adventure. The preponderantly male influx lacked the temp&Hs
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influences of wives and children. Unlike the Anglo-American settle-
ment of the Midwest and Great Plains, the '4gers did not brint witlh
them the institutions of the community: civil government Eya:%'u:rc:rl,-_-"r1
and churches. The goldfield camps and the cities ﬁervtc'in then-l
sprang up largely lacking institutions of order and stabilitf’ They
were (haracterizf!d by large numbers of disaffected young rniilres and

fiz. 84. Chinese s i
Sl nese soy sauce jug from a Plumas County minin i =
the Gold Rush the Oriental artifacts that re;ched Eaﬁ'uﬂﬁ?;teiu-gfe

most] r cotic i i
| B i ]uxur} or exotic items destined for foreign trade (e.g., Figs. 75 and 76).

ut w i 7 e
hen Chinese miners joined the Gold Rush, they were mostly men of

- _Hf‘ll'lill:;-';ﬁz ﬁ;hﬁsivgmds were simple and utilitarian. This ceramic jug
auth : v I. W. Follett, measures 5% inches (14 cm) in diameter. An

it : e i
rity on California fish and a scientist at the California Academy of Sci-

fices, I i
A ollett has contributed to dozens of archaeological studies by identify-

B the species ] und in sites. (Courte e
7 of fish whose remains were f in si

1]'1 : o in sites. riesy

& Museum of Anthropology, University of California, Birkﬂeﬂsy P
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Tl‘lll:' state's non-Indian population rose from about
nearly lzfiff,nou in 185; (Lavender 1g72: 165). At the same ti
state’s In Jaé\ population had fallen below 100 000 and was a i HI:E
- - * 1 : r :
Eﬁ :; ;;::r 011; ]Eu;:rr:c (l:?.ﬁf 91-93). Thus, in 1852, although the tuFr.; I?fli'l'l
<iiornia was not much greater than ; :
. € in. 2w an it had
;;Tr:,} ;:'rrl'mn Its organization and makeup were vastly d:‘f?:r?;ta
! ,P ition of a ifnrma], statewide government was one as I
th;E ij;haylzatmnaI difference. Another was the rise of urbani i
; . ; 15Im.
n Mexican colonial times, Monterey was the sole official gatETra},r to

stop there to be in-

an extraordinary mixture of races and cultures. In the absence of orgas
nized government, vigilance committees sprang up. The dispensing
of vigilante justice periodically became an excuse for committing
atrocities against the outnumbered and powerless ethnic minorities,
especially the Orientals and Indians. Such an unstable situation co d
not long endure. Most of the mining camps failed when gold discow
eries declined, and were abandoned as quickly as they had ari
But California’s Gold Rush differed from those in the Klondike any
elsewhere. Of the masses of people who came to California,
stayed, even after the prospect of sudden wealth began to fade. Thij
population formed much of the basis for the development of urba
centers in the state. Though barely studied archaeologically and st
not fully documented historically, the Gold Rush represents an uj
usual and fleeting but still pivotal moment in the history of urbg
civilization.

The stimulus of the Gold Rush precipitated California into stat
hood in 1850, only four years after its seizure from Mexico. The ter
tory’s growing population, its strategic location, and the desire to p
tect and control the goldfields all helped promote the stateho
movement. Statehood in turn brought an involvement in a natiol
political and economic system and an imposition on the state @ - The first stage of urban develp
complex governmental structure previously unknown in Californ orthern California, resulted from tl'?ment’ ki
Under Mexican rule, California had a colonial capital at Monterey, uilt on the establishment of a th {1 e o)
each population center retained a fair degree of autonomy. The m (i
sions and military, although formally structured, also usually e
cised only local control. Pueblos were governed by an alcalde, a8
of appointed mayor, and territorial government was hardly m saurant, and 37 saloons
complicated. 1hese towns w, ey ;

After statehood, however, a state government was created, ; el miners :::j izr;;i‘;:lil:;“ﬂ?}’ Smaill reg;{:rna! cities that arose
state was divided into counties (eventually 58) with their own g &=F N0 towns in interior Californi > g.cf]dﬁ'ﬂds' Prior to 1849, there
ments, and within each county one or more municipalities were i N8 the major rivers of the Cnla. Cities were quickly established
porated. Each level of government had multiple branches. In a Nill towns with the Bor Sal?ngal lfalle},l T.h eV conriected the
tion, the federal government and various agencies, such as ti'u!_ AN Joaquin rivers a5 ikl b h“ rancisco, using the Sacramento
and navy, maintained branches in the new state. Land titles ' S At points near the ed eisg ;‘m?' T.h‘*“‘ regional centers were
istered for the state, and comprehensive tax rolls were beg g “Onveniently supply thejf-ﬂ in? the Sierra foothills where they
though the vote was generally restricted to White males, voter® 8 up the rivers could brin 1B camps. At the same time, boats
tration was widespread, and elections at all levels of govern ' : 8 supplies and travelers in quantity
drew much of the voting population into the governing proces y
that matter, a significant percentage of the literate White L
state held office at some level of government. The imposition @
system brought an unprecedented degree of structure and orga
tion to the state. :

15,000 in 1848 to

f::s of foreign trade interests. Fled
become centers of urban develo

; pment, devel
glelm, and San Francisco. The Gold Rus‘-hv;r?a);i
m?.]fu_rtbim development was stimulated also by the subsequent
g n, statehood and, finally, by industrialization_ These vaeq i
€ progressive development of urbanism in Calif, sarkect by

Physical remains that have a S i
| A oy great deal of largely unrealized potential

+ 15 a good example. In 1848 it was part of
- By 1850 it housed 10,000 peo-
» warehouses, wholesalers, retailers

: : - NeWspapers, saloons,
top of the hierarchy was San Fram:ism—t‘;'l: ;‘:gt;';;dpi;]sia
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tion center, the port of entry for supplies and miners arriving in Cali-
fornia, and the single most important contact point between Califor-
nia and the rest of the world. The advantages that San Francisco
enjoyed as a result of its harbor and proximity to the goldfields en-
sured its early and continued urbanization.

During the 185q%, the search for gold became more industrialized

- ks 1< as placer deposits were played out or consolidated into larger hold-
A T » R, ings and machinery began to replace human labor (see Figs. 85-8g).
"',ii‘-,- T e N ' As miners began to leave the goldfields in the 1850' and 1B60’s, many
. "*‘ :'.‘-‘ : mining camps were abandoned. At the same time, and in line with

the developing urbanization, the emergence of state government and
the development of farming, ranching, logging, and transportation
industries led to the second stage in the organization and distribution
of cities and towns (see Figs. go—g6). As agriculture began to spread
into the valleys and foothills of almost every part of the state, hun-
dreds of small communities arose to serve the towns and ranches.

These communities replaced mining camps at the bottom level of the

urban hierarchy, serving local farmers and ranchers as the mining

camps had served the miners. Some of these towns became county
* seats, centers of administrative and commercial services. In this re-
spect they differed from the mining camps. They also differed in that
-ranch and farm life was family-oriented, in contrast to the single-male
character of mining communities, so that the services provided in the
farm towns differed from those of the mining camps.

- Gities, such as Sacramento and Stockton, retained their function as
 Tegional centers or middle-level distribution points by shifting their
phases from supplying mining camps to providing goods and ser-
es to the new agricultural communities, and by acting as collection
Points for the shipment of farm and ranch products to San Francisco
hd eventually to the world market. As agriculture spread, similar
ters emerged in other parts of the state. The rise of other indus-
led to the development of a greater complexity in the existing
ddle-level cities and to the creation of new base-level and middle-
;-_" tommunities in areas where none had previously existed. For
#Mple, the launching of the redwood logging industry on the
ern California coast gave rise to Eureka as a mill town, port, and
310nal center.

“arting in the 1850, transportation systems were developed to tie
-~ “Ommunities together. The initial lack of overland transport in
"ral California tied the development of middle-level cities to the
~ And major river systems because water transport afforded the
¢ Means of moving large volumes of freight. Steam packet boats

S

Fig. 85. Hydraulic water monitor. As the easily r'EﬂWE'I:::I]-L ;ﬁi; Edo;dm a
lected, mi d more intensive mi vds to n
ted, miners turned to more an s ods 1
Egﬂzf thf_: poorer and poorer Ores. In 1849 most mining W%sgjﬁﬂfi}elmet .-=
als, but in the early 1850's mining companies were crg;n}?he o
rec,:ulring co:}perafive labor, such as long slmcf.; boxes]_.l '?instrument o
more ambitious techniques were applied. When t !'tl“l PR ;EPE A
tor or cannon, was used to wash down entire hillsides, goid eparly
?:L?Il;.’l\i the lighter matrix of :.%au-tl-L_Ian-:it mflk.mT;l;L;nf'a;;TITEEZamd,u
higher in the hills and built water Hu : 4
;ﬁi?fhel%nunitors. The tremendous pressure of the f}::lhr;egs :ﬂt:r-.:.;:er i
the gradually constricting monitor tube, created a high-p &

non that could dissolve or break up entire mountains.

vy

Grange Placer Mine, tak
i i tury-old photograph of the La 1 :
f:rﬁaffs EI;E fﬁz Egsta—'ﬁinity Mational Forest, shnw; ;iyd:aa:illécergf‘
work washing down a mountainside, ?11;- tthatettl::e?heri an b
itor shown in Fig. 85 is the IyYp : . Hydratiiy
Eﬂldﬁ;::;rlw‘:'isrtn :E;E:ities of rubble to be was‘r!eul:l duwna;;ei.im, ]?:rlstll-lr:agla
2?; in the valleys, drowning mwnﬁ,danddrmm:i:la;::u?fai.medﬁ e
f miners had decreased and tne e
Lﬁiﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂu gh that the a gricu!:tl-l.tfral labby ;:r%s ta;:lﬁ ;sr:;zelz-é:c;:; b
i tate legislature and force an end it 3
!a\".:‘l‘lt:]».:;:jlr galti?;rii:'s gu%dvmining industry was limited largely to tw

dredging. (U.S. Forest Service Photo)
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appear{'d by mid-decade to link Sacramento, Stockton, Marysville,
and other river towns with San Francisco. Huge “rafts” of logs were
prought down the coast to San Francisco, and coastal steamer-
schooners navigated the crude harbors of middle-level port towns
(Hutchinson 1969: 157-69).

The middle-level centers were tied in turn to the many commu-
nities they served by road networks, over which stagecoach and
freight wagon lines operated. The state was provided with the first
rapid communication connection to the eastern United States in April
1860, when the Pony Express was inaugurated, with Sacramento as
its western terminus. Then, in October 1861, when the transcontinen-
tal telegraph was completed, it replaced the Pony Express, not only
providing communication with the rest of the nation, but also linking
eommunities throughout the state. A transcontinental rail connection
was begun from Sacramento east across the Sierra in 1865. Completed
when it joined the Union Pacific in 1869 near Promontory Point, Utah,
it provided a practical, rapid, low-cost way to move people and goods
from coast to coast. A statewide rail network was developed over the
next 50 yvears to link farm and ranch communities with the national
rail system and with national and foreign markets. Over time, rail-
roads replaced most boat and wagon transportation. Railroads caused
the founding of certain towns, such as Amboy, Fenner, and Goffs,
which were built as water stops in the Mojave Desert between Bar-
stow and Needles. More-specialized railroads were built into the Si-
€rra to serve the logging industry (see Fig. g1).

San Francisco, which had developed as a major urban center be-
fause of the Gold Rush, might have been expected to decline as the
§0ld boom waned. But the growth of the state’s agricultural economy
fitlped the city to keep its importance as the gateway for import and
Port transportation. Completion of the transcontinental railroad re-
#iced the need for ship transportation to bring the state’s produce to
_ ,U'S‘ and European markets, but the city kept its position as the
@lion’s major Pacific port and the link between Pacific nations and
*= Test of the United States. This fact ensured San Francisco's place as
e West Coast's population and economic center for nearly a century.
Sompletion of other transcontinental rail lines to southern Califor-
'.ﬂh‘v‘ Southern Pacific and the Santa Fe railroads) led directly to the
B Of cities at the ports of Los Angeles and San Diego, and fostered
1S, gl ~UPment of southern Californias agricultural industry. San Di-
Penninsular Range. This hopper se:ffﬂti :gﬂ:;;::—:tahtﬁztﬁzims'ﬁ 1 f‘;:f example, h;?d a population of only about 2,000 ir:;F 1872. Its
Forest fires have dcigﬁt};‘i EE?I?};f earthen water channels and f@ ~*th and economic development became possible only after a rail

:h::::aiitt: nﬁ:ﬁ; r;f the mills were developed by small-scale ent vl adbet oo e A alintion
2 B

ds. Such enterprises often u'anisher.;:& g
they arose, and in many cases archaeology offers thfrgz::i I:;F?.vam :
th y Archaeologists have begun to map the occu e o
anf:imf;:rundaticms to preserve evidence of their existence belo I
vanish. (U.5. Forest Service Photo)

. il =

: ’ ) v, _
ic. 8=. Ruins of the Atwell Mill, Sequoia MNational Park,_ mutj:n rri;fl.!lsctﬁec .__
El:'ﬁ 'gauqtr]a!izaticn of gold mining led to the “1nsltru;:m€v0pnuiucts 5
P = d other valuable by- . M
- ing ores and extract the gold an : ‘ > s K
ggli: ﬁirl.lli;gv.vere ;banduned when local ores were e;hau:;idc,;llni? the S
'::'F dismaniling and transporting them was greater ::1 ar:ed e coet 0 el
ewer, more modern facilities elsewhere. The aban ‘n Rin n. thus by
I'Iart ui" the archaeological reco‘rjd* Prey tt]{-: iﬁ}?:dmf::la‘;\artq ,;.chhaeu] :
amiis he mills deteriorate a!{ter an 1 108
n:a;:u?i::r tth?air excavation skills with archival research to help reconsim
': - .
these enterprises. (U5 Forest Service Phota)

or most of the state. Fair qua

; arch for gold spread over m . e
;iﬁ;igi:e']r?%;fnd in thE Klamath Mountains, and a little turn
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the small-scale industries had developed to serve local markets.
Large-scale industries serving a national and world market are a
much more recent phenomenon, and as yet there has been no archae-
ological study of them in the state.

Apart from creating new kinds of settlements, urbanization brought
other archaeologically recognizable changes. Some reflect the evolu-
tion of technology, such as the introduction of railroads, electricity, or
mechanized farming. Others reflect evolving cultural values. For ex-
ample, the Hispanic preference for adobe architecture was not shared
by Anglo-Americans, who preferred to build with wood, which re-
quired sawmills. In the mother-lode country the Anglo-Americans
made extensive use of fieldstone to construct buildings, which re-
quired the establishment of cement works for making mortar. In the
lowlands, fired clay bricks were used, stimulating the establishment
of brickyards as early as 1847 (Treganza 1968). These architectural
preferences reflect not only differences in cultural values, but also a
greater reliance on industrialization and socioeconomic complexity to
achieve the same architectural ends.

In these urban centers, much of the state’s ethnic diversity, dis-
cussed earlier, began to become integrated into a functioning society.

M iners’ camps began as tent towns, but as time wore BThis process, still far from 34 e b
Fig. 89. Many mi

: weather closed in, muore-substantial _ksuildlngs were bui‘lt,u 5I:.1 e o e o U S e
T.r‘rrl.l?'-t:rrs built thousands of small cabins, making as much use as p

hard times caused urbai P AS s .Pm.mm“}anﬂ}' Angl“"qfnerlcan_mclf?t}’ developed, the
materials at hand. In later years, w_heneverm the mountains to pan fo Bite’s carlier inhabitarts, the Mexican Californianos, lost much of
B e ke out enough & wnm?;fem;?f supplies. Some built new 2o their position of prominence (Jordan 1973). After 1846, the Spanish
hoping to eke ouéfrl;guﬁg;:dpz}nfes This ruin, in El Dorado Mational Fof dnd Mexican land grants gradually passed into Anglo hands through
‘Jmﬂi Le;.:;?f':ﬁl";w;}d frarting ¥ dm”ha:ii:i“'af’lmfgt’efmt:‘dr;f;: 3 W Variety of means. Much of what had been grazing land was turned
5 ; i dd details 2ly 1€ - iy ; :
st e wllt?f?r %HEI?W:HV ways from the remains & dexic intensively worked farms and ranches, and most of the
iy §ﬂd 15 d!' ‘er'l'm to) e Californiano population joined the state’s growing urban
it B S R, et .Hlatlon_ Eventually their distinct culture became largely sub-

ed within the much larger numbers of more recently arrived im-
ants from Mexico.
Une of California’s largest ethnic groups, the Chinese, began to ar-
during the Gold Rush (Evans 1980). Recruited by labor contrac-
: tﬁ‘Wurk in the mines, men came to California with the intention
Ng their earnings and returning home to their families in
hal E’r}? the early 1850’ there were over 30,000 Chinese workers in
- “fMia; over 20,000 landed in San Francisco in the one year 1852.
Worked for Anglo-American miners; others formed mining
s of their own; and still others settled in cities and towns to
€ Service to other Chinese and to the general community as im-
> Merchants, and doctors, for example (Greenwood 1980). Cit-
! s San Francisco and Sacramento and mining camps such as

ome particularly interested in studying the a;chaelclt_;g;r of;'l
';ailmaF:is for a number of reasons: their historica ;ﬂ;ﬂhe:ﬁ,
ungquestionable, their distinctive physical sEmcture ma :m o
ilyqstudied and their effects on the states developm
i ; rgel
m?lf'}f: rtl‘:'uird major stage in urban development W astt_:r ce:-.;m
industrial cities surrounded by 5ulfrurb3_m res;denlla o
This development came late in %&hfﬂrma:[l;.-.rtl;;r; Ec;i A
- 1:oorion did not become significant unil ) :
tTrll'I?Z?:t}tz‘I; early industrial developmer_tt,k mcgjdwég 5:']:&3 i
: 1951) and the Zinn brickyards © e
E:Eiﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁed important changes from the Mexican &




Fig. 92. An alternative to loggi il-
roads was the water ﬂume,g::gmif;;ln
grough on a trestle that tapped moun-
tain streams and carried logs down
the trough on the water to a mill
at the terminus. The Sierra Nevada
with its great elevations and p]enti[;.t]
supplies of water and timber, made
fumes technically feasible. The
flumes wove around mountainsides
to descend at steady gradients, often
requiring spidery trestles to be built
to span deep defiles. As this Hume
Company trestle shows, the flumes
had several problems of their own:
forest fires destroyed great 5eu:tlu:.-n.s
“Jeaving the charred remnants iining’
the canyons; and sometimes the
Planl-:s of the flumes gave way, send-
ing hundreds of logs cafvcadui;;
through the breach. Since flumes left
ar fewer archaeological traces than
._rq:]rc_:ads;, archaeologists are only be-
' ginning to study them. {Courtesy of
Mthe Michigan State University Ar-
ves and Historical Collections)

st of the early buildings of the Anglo-American Stags
the demand for lumber swelled with the Gold Rush. B
stablished in the Sierra Nevada and on the wes|
ern edges of the North Coast Ranges, where water allowed the transport
logs to mills and markets. This century-old photograph from the Hume Log
ging Company shows a mill crew resting from the dismemberment of a gial
bole, (Courtesy of the Michigan Gtate University Archives and Historie

Collections)

Fig. go. Because mo
were made of wood,
the mid-1850% logging was &

Fig. 1. Starting in the 1860's the lumber industry in California began 10
narrow-gauge trains to haul logs out of the mountains to the mills. Ast
lines snaked through the forests, companies were able to expand their OF
tions away from the rivers that first supplied their transportation. Here '
Hume Company's Shay locomotive No, 1 poses on a trestle near presents
Kings Canyon National Park. In the foreground lie the portable buildings'
temporary logging camp. The ruins of these camps differ markedly from
of mining camps of the same age because the two industries used such d
ent equipment and the workers led different ways of life. Even tho
wooden structures have burned or decayed and the rails and iron mAacks
were salvaged for scrap, the scatters of debris and prepared roadbeds 18

logging railroads and camps preserve their existence archaeologically: (&
tesy of the Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections

=3. The flume shown in Fi
n in Fig. gz ended at H
ity _ g2 Hume Lake, w
ower EEft. I:;.t trl-rll:ir'ﬂu" was located. The flume is the Tﬁf:ge I'IUW‘H?*
B in 1, iy Il; ponfi, the logs were loaded onto a con 5 e
. ic‘higan Sk UU' e calrrwd to the saw in the mill buildin VE"-"GI‘
niversity Archives and Historical C’I.-I‘[].E'Ctl.ti"l {j R
5
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- wooden structures are |
ong gone, cement f :

B dari and 5 Bl ent foundations, 4
Ftl'IDE industry. T},gt::tes ::r:(‘:i:bpsu:m-edtp provide archae;:;];:;i:;izthe m'u}
fesy of Michi ow protected in the Sierra National F o

Y igan State University Archives and Histnriczt]m(':r:;;tel;ﬁ'mﬂ-] e

ions

Fig. 94. Hume-Bennett lumber mill. This 1911 photographisa posed public
shot taken by a professional photographer for the firm to use in its prom
tions. It shows the company's two Shay locomotives at the upper left, wk
the mill complex looms over a network of flumes, trestles, and conve 0
Sheds and stacks of drying lumber are at the right. Though the mill and |

tained its ethnic identity while becoming i
1] s ; b oming incr i =2 ;
B o o 2 poli e o e s
. nong i . . i . 7; Chinn, Lai & Choy 1969; Ng 1972). whole
with them a significant portion of their culture, including arch b r ethnic groups have been studied th
ture, religion, dress, diet, housewares, and medicine (Etter 18 " h'ﬂ‘*:"? the Chinese. For example Bdie e tess prchassilupicly
Many artifacts associated with Chinese culture have found the r A from the eastern Unite§ S; e than 2,000 Blacks came to
into archaeological deposits, forming a distinctive component e G“'ﬂ Rush (Lapp 1977). Some .a;es during the first few years of
little studied (for an exception, see Langenwalter 1980). I miners; some worked in alI—BE]a IEEd'the White, Chutese, and]
As the yield from the mines declined, many Chinese I€ U E ements; and still others moved inf:. r;"unes and lived in all-Black
home; but others remained, working in cities or on TAnd “Wallans, or Kanaka, also came to th‘ t?e nE-W]y developing cities.
farms. Dozens of miles of stone fences in Butte County, for & fwas at least one Portuguese mixfnmlnes in some numbers, and
are reputed to have been built by Chinese workers (see Fig ; :urded by miners from the Staltcgo';a? e ]hf." town of Sonora
- Ot immigration brought the Irish in thinT;;D{: i:dzzirf‘ic-; s
rium-

ville soon featured Chinese quarters, often W
distinctive architecture (Hall 1958; Hansen 1g70). The Chine
noteworthy among California's ethnic groups for having bre

Weaverville and Oro

and g8).

During the late 1860’ and 1870, the need for workers for Id : S well as smaller numbers :

construction spurred new waves of Chinese immigration. Outl S:;”d Filipino immigranr[;s E];fe;z‘;]?;’asc?m' and Cornishmen.
ic of T rou rrive in th i
col Ps (and many others) brought distinctive cultural e

of anti-Chinese violence at the time (during the Paru
ample) testify to the difficult relations between Anglo—AmEI'i
Chinese, a situation that has improved gradually over the for
century. Many families arrived to join the men already in HE
The resulting family settlement .1 cities and small towns crea -
during Chinese component in California society, one that

5 thﬂt mayw 5

Hons may, reiﬂ:ﬁﬂfyﬂ'}iﬂi tnftll:e archaeological record, and ex

% angd i S ets of their histori ! b .
art ffuxtesrah“n into California suciletzrms afsetement, adap:
: the fates of immi ¥
Bhs were c;:-'i: of immigrant groups, the destinies of Nati

nging at this time. When the United Stat : Etttlv]i
; es too




on and fire at Hume-Bennett Mill. Shortly after the phaol
bailer-room explosion caused a disastrous fi
kage is seen here. The golden ag
lose. As the virgin fo
A national environmer

d to the founding of

Fig. 95. Explosi
raph in Fig. 94 was taken, a
the Hume-Bennett Mill; some of the wrec
the California lumber industry was drawing toac
were logged over, the cost of timber recovery 10se.
protection effort 1 the early part of the century le
National Forest Service, among other things, which for the first time img
restrictions on the lumber industry. Although fires had occurred earlier,
the cost of rebuilding became greater than the chance for economic
the rebuilding of mills tapered off, and the mill ruins entered the archaed
cal record. (Courtesy of the Michigan State University Archives and Historl

Collections)

Fig. o7. "Chinese” w. .
nese workers fae th:all:} I?lfja'r Chico, Butte County. The contributions of Chi
Bt ol i :Ji:e E‘E of California‘’s cities and railroads is i
B s i hold Rush, but they made other ‘Cﬂ'ntribs :,’5 well
B cliz ascombled i I-:"I:'u es benefited from Chinese Bz Ml _ll! ;‘Dns as
tury, served to deﬁnmh e process of clearing fields in the 'm. d- o these
e boundaries and keep in livestock q‘-"m:: cgi:letleenth

i nty resi-

ents still ter
B m these structures “Chi o
funese workers. es “Chinese” walls because many were built by

Fig. 98. The network of century-
old stone walls that cross &Evf}
eral California counties form a
megalithic archaeological monu-
ment marking an important
mnu_*t_eentl'w:en{urv transition:
the rise of ranching in the

als of the Hume-Bennett Company walk amid the rui
ill (see Fig. 95). The vast quantity of steel from the 8
the war effort during the First World War, but a BF

left behind to help form ¥

Fig. 96. Ovfici
company’s m
salvaged for

erishable and imperishable waste was
archaeological record. Records such as these phomgraphs are va‘luﬂ
uses details in them to identify features i?; g Anglo-American Stage. These
# i;ﬂl;tureﬁ, some still in use,
n be seen even in satellite

the archaeologist, who
the same time, archaeological st
sites that at the time were thought not worth recording, but whi
make the past More interesting and understandable. (Courtesy of th
gan State University Archives and Historical Collections) '

udy brings to light many det
photographs.
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over California in 1846, about 150,000 Native Californians still sur
vived (Cook 1g976a: 44)- The missions had been disbanded fiftees
years before, and the surviving neophytes dispersed, principally intg
the coastal region of southern California, the gouth Coast Range:
the Transverse Range, and adjacent parts of the Central Valley ani
deserts. Survivors of the missions made up only a small part of thi
total, however, since of the 72,000 Indians who had been brought in
the mission system over the previous 65 years, only 18,000 remai e
at the 21 missions at the time of abandonment (Cook 1978: 92)- B
rest of the Indian population was composed of people who lived o
cide the areas of heaviest European settlement. These areas were
hills and valleys of the Sierra, the southern Cascades, the Klams
Mountains, the North Coast Ranges, the northern California coa
the northeastern California basin and range country, the interior
erts and ranges, and (prior to 1840) the Central Valley. "
These p-ecple were still trying to maintain a more or less traditio
way of life. By 1850, however, the number of California Indians |
falien to about 100,000; by 1855, 0 50,000; and by 1900, t0 20,000 (© ¥ahi, and
1976a: 44, 70 Cook used the federal-government standard of a m P min{-:n:: :-I:,T; Ei;u:f;':li?acr?s by Anglo-Americans also played a
mum of c?ne-sixteenth Indian ancestry for his figures). By 1900 d eount many incidents of ran:;lﬂmn:s. Newspapers of the period re-
communities living completely outside the sphere of Anglo-AmEE murder and of massive repri om violence against Indians: of casual
society no longer existed. Many factors produced these changes eizer 1974a,b; Heizer &P;llsals f_ﬂf petty offenses (see, for example
cluding the Gold Rush and the extensive peopling of the state B 1o these four grou E'"-'i‘-““ 1971). These atrocities were n s
verse in'frnigrants: the replacement of the gxisting rqral agrarian N roups had at least a E{ o Sllsw_}’ any means, but other, usually larger,
can society by an mdustTriaL urban society; the impact of vat gally every child in the settl ivors. In some Indian communities, viri
government laws and policies; and the relationship of Native C& ¥ in another part of the st ement was kidnapped and sold into slav-
nian peoples and their cultures to the now-dominant Anglo-# 2! ty of its next generation ate; Cook 1976b), depriving that commu-
society (for fuller treatment, see especially L. Bean 1974, 1 cline. The story of Ishi (T. al'@m iuerlher accelerating the population
& Blackburn 1976; Bean & Km‘g 1974; Bean & Vane 1978; _; ne .in fha daniiall R El}mv ﬂi er 1959), a Yahi found starving and
15?1;;221‘:31 {;?Déuks:m,tbi, ;;é;;ﬂ; Heizer 1974a,b; Heizer & Almguust gclanindian to have lived alrnI::s: ?:‘ln]r;_l;zt? the story of the last
; . A Anglo-Ameri ; 3 ely outside t
The decade from 1845 to 1855 was the single most disastmuﬂ tant b@cﬁu;cf;esf:if:}}; IB ';t this portrait is also Symbuit:-‘:a?ﬁrhii:
in the history of the California Indians. Their population fell_ T0rs the fate of tra ditiﬂna?r:f t,he last h‘:’iﬂg member of the Yahi
thirds in ten years, from 150,000 tO 50,000 (Cook 1978: 93)- : fany of those who survived ative American culture in Califomiaa
decline coincides with the Gold Rush is no coincidence. Alreac itions. The U.S gn;-:n.r{t ived actual extinction were confined to re3:
fering from serious population decline, disease, ecu:nurnir: cC sl with Native ﬁmer?i rzeth had developed a reservation policy
culture shock, and military conflicts with the Spaniards an€ this policy was extendcn:i“: ElE"*f'hfrI:‘a so it was not surprising
cans, the surviving Indian communities suffered st_:.dden and 3 gh often justified in hu o California when it became a state
tating new dislocations from the Gold Rush. Miners HOGE = €rvation system was tum?“‘faﬂﬂﬁ terms, the actual function ni’
Gierra, southern Cascades, and Klamath ranges, while £ Indians for land by r:nnfl'e iminate competition between Whites
ranchers, and settlers quickly spread out across the Centrd 0f land that Whites did ining the Indians to isolated, remote
and other valleys and foothills. Surviving Indian comm it " BOvernment in tr ]t fnut W I-n principle the land was held
dispossessed of most of their remaining resource bases, often’ ! Provide supp D”L;il d{::;“‘:‘a?s- The government |}.~mm-
5 to the Indians who agreed to
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violence. Although fightin ;
: g was the direct cz
Pur;mn of the total population decline, in Sﬂ;‘fz;:; :Ty a small pro-
ple for most of the losses suffered by particul 1_ was responsi-
son 1978). ar groups (e.g., ]. John-
Even after the immediate im
4 ; pact of the G ; :
tmnls-[:x:lrlmnued to _dec]ine. Between 1855 ‘-'::dR-IJ«_-.h, lrr'nl-.’]imn plupul,a_
:(o:’ﬁo knl m;_ Pﬂpuiatlmn for the whole state fell to a%{:::lt mﬂogi’clmated
L h:ﬁt{egl?}.tmls' final, and almost complete, decline ;Va people
partly b actors just noted, but there were al A——
additional consequences. 80 other factors, and
So 3
I mmunities to survi f
ing f ive after 18
ﬂ%ﬂ;:;ﬂ;;;:naxaslfettled by Anglo-Americans, Eventuﬁl}?};lﬁtmab
B Indians, with fl every part of the state. In competition f Inm'.r
s rolo uc . ewer resources, fewer numbers, and lnss-ac;} hes
- ﬁ':h‘?exﬁﬂtﬂ""";t‘fﬁ Disease, starvation, and milita:;?:gid
of the Chimariko, Halchidh '
’ oma, Wappo,
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cede their rights to their
confinement. Shortly after California‘s statehood, U.5. commissioners
secured marks from Indians on eighteen treaties, never ratified by the
Senate, that yielded most of the state to the U.5. government. Some
evidence indicates that the treaties did not represent informed or a !
thorized decisions on the part of the Indian signers (see, for insta
Heizer 1975€). _
Eventually the federal government established a reservation systen
i California, under the administration of the Bureau of Indian Al
fairs. As in the rest of the United States, the reality of the reservation
experience fell far short of the ideal. Promises of food, supplies, hous
ing, health care and education frequently were not kept. The effee
of dislocation and culture shock on the Indians were pervasive. 1
reservations were usually in remote areas and lacked resources
would have allowed Indians to make some sort of living. Differ
incompatible groups were often placed on the same reservation.
resulting privation was Jocated far enough from public view to alig
it to be largely ignored. '

Other surviving Indians lived on rancherias, which differed fre
reservations (Castillo 1978a; Hill 1978). These small, peripheral,
nant Indian communities had managed to survive long enough
granted legal recognition. The federal government assumed tr
tus for rancherias as well, and problems similar to those of the
vations were common. By 1goo, however, a significant portion
state's surviving Indians lived on cither reservations or ranchefi

Indians living under these conditions suffered not only populal
decline, but considerable loss to their remaining cultures as ¥
Only in some very remote corners of the state, where interaction ¥
Anglo-American society was still moderate, did traditional
survive to any greater degree. The Klamath River, the Pit Rivets
northern parts of the North Coast Ranges (see Figs. gg—102) O
some of these refuges.

At the same time programs were being established to ac
gome Indians. It was assumed that, since Indian culture could
survive, the best salve was to prepare Indians for assimilation
modern society. The Sherman School in Los Angeles typified U
effort. Children from many different Indian communities W€
by government mandate to be educated at this boarding schoc
from any contact with their families, communities, or cultures
glish was the only language of instruction, and the only cul
ues and information taught were Anglo-American. Althou
programs succeeded in breaking down the cultural identiti€s
family ties of many children, causing severe psychological ané

traditional homes and accept reservation
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roblems, they were uns ; .
Ehe mainstrear:; o mci::ntz:_lmﬂful in preparing the Indians to enter
As the ¢
s bemm:?:tfr?{::dme- 'DII-'l'I however, a growing percentage of Indians
to one degree or annt:; I?fhrl-c:i:i?:;iﬁ:m IR
. i g £ n
a s;l%mf;ca.rft urhaln Ilmiian population, Indciear;:surw}?:riei:e‘;;;nm i
?egstifs' ‘.'; ; L‘tlj’fil:;ssnshm, including the right to vote, to serve on juri:;arg
Furcgase ol o Tre) the same way as Whites, and to
‘i ¢ beverages. The legal status of Indians under U.S
many resemblances to that of children, criminal e
mentall?r incompetent. They were denied equai access ts’ and the
E::ér:r:jrzn:ml Imst.ltutions, and education. It is not surpfisrrun Piﬁ}:
i n:w ndians suc;essfullg,r involved in urban, industril 52—
by living in rLTEI Mos.t Indians approached Anglo-American societ
- m‘tglan T :L ?;?;;.m on the edges of towns. They lived in pav}i
Bnd suPhlEmenﬂi i ites did not want, exchanging labor for cash
Birting, fishin Sé eir wages 1.-:?1th varying amounts of traditionai
E e _rr; - B- anc plant ;olIectmg. This was the condition of mos
20, emaining Indians in California in 1900 o

The state’s Indian population stopped declining around 1900 and

by 1910 had begun to rise (Cook 1 : i

Y 1o : g7ba: 70). This w,

f;jﬁ?l.t gﬁnies in t}-ue Anglo-American treatmeﬁ :l?tlr{};;:u;g aII;}’
P ].::nger le; t Egt IInd_lan numbers had been so reduced that W};ite;
gy W n_lr:ll:{uns as direct competition for land and re-
- Military hostilities against Indians had declined a generatinren

ler, i i '
» lt'hzr;dEI;I;;tPract}ce of kidnapping had been virtually eliminated
ion of these pressures, it was possible for small nurn:

do; {l}di;_ns to survive, albeit at a poverty level
A v Indians in California number about 200,000 (1980 census)
. s).

o |’.1 u x

s at%e drgrsgﬂbagl}r includes 15 percent or more Indians who have
8 1o mai; E;t Erqstatf:s, as part of the general migration that has

ars. The 1060 ::;"ETLE_ of urban growth in California for the last 4:)

Bte (Cook g sus showed only about 40,000 Indians living in the

20 years, Ean;IZ:’;n?ji; SﬂdeS:_ e

B lions : - education, and social and health services

) ain

Nia society, e poorest segment of contemporary Cali-

: & surviy,

ite has be.;::-{ a:‘i management of reservations and rancherias in the

Qo0 Proceted by gewonmant programs and perlodic ve

B o it ut other, more numerous programs and laws hav

raw support and services from the reservations a_m:

theriag
and to close them down. These contrary directions in fed




Fig. 99. After the Gold Rush,
surviving Indians were able to
follow traditional subsistence
activities only where permane
Anglo-American settlement did
not preempt the land. In this 3
nineteenth-century photography
taken in the high Sierra, a
Miwok conical burden basket
containing some basketry win
nowing trays leans against a
temporary shelter. The iron bas
(lower left) was used to weigh
down the base of the shelters
{U.5. Forest Service Photo)

Fig. 100. A Dieguefio temporary shelter neat Palomar _Muuntain in
San Diego County. As the Forest Service uniform indicates, the phe
was taken a half century ago, but the shelter was old even then. A te
campsite made by a single family to exploit oak and chaparral resots
Cleveland National Forest atop the Penninsular Range, it reflects the rel
a small-scale, more diffuse, Archaic-like existence by the survivors oS
of the missions. (U.5. Forest Service Photo)

Fig. 101, This photograph, probably ta

w%mten in the Sierra NatiunaIIJFcrest?’rh:ﬁ:rﬂﬁztt: Il?:ﬁ;:;c %};?Lﬁsdft{;'uur s

z::; :nt;?.]atfhan the tempaorary shelters shown in Figs. og and 100 3‘:;,5?05:

g - ;i:n Ed Er.?;‘e and has a roofed doorway passage (right rear). A cook?n

| e egtfound _15Iﬂanked by two pots—notable introductions E

i 4 asket is in the foreground on the left, and two tr dition
ing trays rest on a shelf on the side of the house The caam;:lin:l

. ras

Mocated i :

oed :Inhf:r; ;1:-?2 t:at }1?1::1 been l::a_gged over; thus, growth was not as mature
i = jet:;t e reduction of mature habitats favored plant gather
] y seed-bearing plants flourish in disturbed habitats Maﬁv ]:me-

- d-b 1
EJZESGEE; capitalized on this pattern by periodically burning off matu
anagement w};:ﬁ]a :]:eijbltcedats- Elmb ‘Cﬂ;n'zquence of Anglo-American |a,-:-§

i g £ u ability of the Indians to sti
fion of wild-food resources in this way. (U5, I"i.:mc-:-:t5 Sgriti:;:tlilﬂf}‘i;re e

202. This ;
BBonean broat, Eﬂ“{fﬁfﬂphr probably taken near Owens Valley, shows a
Baskets lean 4 aiisle I‘tat'l'lul E & e sion Too conlcl T,
° Substance thfn at it. The prepared-earth base of the house suggests

| el blempnrar}' shelter would require, indicatin Ehatt’ {h

i parable to a seasonal oceupation site, The cam i .
resumption of Archaic-like seasonal gathering in E‘ma::ﬂ;z:-r
rhere

=Americ.
- -rican settlement did not pree .
£ ¥EIVice Photo) preempt the land and its resources. (LLS,
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eral policy have made it impossible for [ndians to adapt to any consis=
tent program. One ngt result of these programs 1S that most of the
lands MNative Californians owned or controlled in 1500 have now been
taken from them (Castillo 1978a,b; Shipek 1978 Stewart 1978). This
process has forced much of the state’s Indian population to migrate
into cities and towns, where they generally live outside the frame=
work of traditional community, kin, and family relationships. '

In spite of these difficulties, California Indians have managed to
survive as a distinct biological group, and aspects of the traditional
cultures of many Native Californian societies have endured. This ca
be seen in two different respects, On the one hand, Native Califor
nians have adapted and adjusted themselves and their ways of life tg
existence in Anglo-American-dominnted society, modifying their tr
ditional cultures to make them more appropriate to contemporary lie

o
™

y _:. 3 ¢ oF

= . ] = ¢ ol 7 I

e st o Ul LA Py P s
7 n T M N
Fig. 104. Guard-tow i - "
-G er ruin. This collapsed s
[ 0s buamk ollapsed structure, high i
; o ] _ : in t
o, rellects ;u?]%e not yet studied arc‘haeo]ngica]tvg: the Svlzﬁufil;? -
ek ftfr shelter an observer watching for enemy ai *m—]d
the coast. In northw r of such outposts established in wilderness F* i
S es:jem California some of these stations wercb o ﬂﬁ_ﬁlﬂﬁg
e gmaa some by Anglo-Americans. The v:u]turalogirf?wt‘d b ;
.. ps may be reflected in the archaeclogical ru:nminire?tlis
AINS & 1]

Si.tE'E. h e5 as a E ML shou d IJE‘ d stinct M MmMiners .i!l:!l 1
: ﬁ.b"l I s St : ] ] i "t. (n] i At 3 i
5 C Ins,

Forest Servi
3 rvice guard stations .
B i, s, and other twentieth-century occupation sites in

and incorporati e
or ;
; porating features of the dominant culture into their own

2 I'ESL'E“ IS a dl‘it] tlh.ll i !r' 9‘)0
F L nciive E'thl"llC tlﬂd.t.lf W i 1! ;I
3 L ffh a -! .l 5 mon, 'hl(‘l‘l b F 1 i 2T
:;. I ! 3".’, and diﬂ:EI‘S t':ld-&‘n" frﬂm “’hﬂ ]It was i

A d een 1 1 EI' 1n

On the
1 other hand, so
fived, with i ind, some aspects of traditional cultu -
ody of Cun;qt:rlzf Slgmﬁfant_change since the Gold Ruﬁhrew};:‘llv? i
Ointed out thatfﬁzryhlndli:n culture (see Fig. 103). shuﬁfdtge
: e has been almos : X e
Biions ; ost no archaeological
the namr;l:ti;:herla!ﬁ, or other settings that mightihed r:;;a‘:?h It;lt
it SWledge of it dpr.messcs_ of this rather remarkable survival 15
Dlance houses appeared in the second half of the nineteenth centufy € 8y combing erives primarily from ethnographic studi frtey
of a religious movement that began in response to the collapse of e e The ining ethnographic and archaeol vgraphic studies (for a
tional way of life under the impact of Anglo-American settlement. AT L 'e0doratus, Chartkoff & Chartkoff 1 ‘-"g;ca]] data of this period,
g79). In general, basket
P b r}-"

of Mative American communities in northern California still maintatis : Beﬁai" other crafts, the constructi f
1885, ang th ’ ction of sweath
a ot i ouses and
aking of ritual costumes have survived to v :;I:'Ce
rarying

Fig. 103. Stoney Creek Rancheria was established in the nineteenth cé
the foothills of western Glenn County as a remnant settlement of the N
people, the ce ntral division of the Wintun language BrOUP:
subterranean dance house is similar in design to a pit house but mu

houses for religious observances. (U.5. Forest Service Photo}
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: R : ] Willi
degrees, along with the knowledge of traditional subsistence tech- ; Fojrt‘;:sf - Jee Adobe
niques like acorn leaching and salmon fishing. In addition, traditional 4 Drake's Bay

5. Petaluma Adobe

6, Old Sacramento

=. Sutter’s Fort

B. Somersville

g Mission San Juan Bautista
1. White Ranch
11. Mission Nuestra Sefiora

religious activities have endured to varying degrees in many parts of
the state (usually remote areas), as have such social features as pak
terns of social relationship, travel to visit kin, and burial rites. _

Many Native Californian communities foster the teaching of thej
traditional language and culture to their children. The political any

legal sophistication of many Indians today allows them to deal wit de Ia Soledad

some success with the growing, changing maze of agencies that cor 12. I‘vii?si]c::ndsan Antonio

front them ‘a1_1d impinge on their culturlal continuity. Thus, althoug ks M;ﬁ:ini e Luis Obispo

wholly traditional life has ended for California’s Indians, they may b de Tolosa

able to preserve distinct ethnic identities, so that their cultures, ¢ 14. Mission La Purisima
Concepeion

scended from thousands of years of development and adapted
more than two centuries of enforced contact with other cultures, w
endure (see Fig. 104). '

15. Roval Presidio of
Santa Barbara
16, Mission San Buenaventura
17. Hugo Reid Adobe
L 18, Los Cerritos Adobe
| 19. Sepulveda Rancho

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE HISTORICAL PERIOD P50, Mission San Luis Rey

Until environmental impact studies made them more common, - Misiiﬂa;;?meg —
chaeological studies of historical sites were fairly infrequent. j Alcali
fluence of A. L. Kroeber (see Appendix A), the relatively b Rt%::: tgfﬁtdi“ o
b ego

nature of California’s historical remains, and the anthropologi
rather than historical—orientation of most California archaeolog
caused most archaeological research in the state to be devoted to |
historic cultures. Some archaeologists have been interested in
cavating historical sites for a long time, however, and historical
chaeology has become an important field within archaeology (D al Presidio of Santa Barl,
§ ¥ 5 . A
1977; South 1977). In order to indicate the variety of archaeolo] on San Huunaventumr{zfrl;m}
remains dating to the Historical Period in California, and the kin it .;S;:“ Luis Rey de Francia (20)
things archaeologists can say about them, we will describe seve yal I‘réaj];i?ztg uSaTl’ilf syl
the most important projects that have been undertaken in the . wial
. ; i i 3 0 Sites (1822 - 1846)

(see Map 48; space precludes discussing a number of other impe lluma Adobe (5)
B0 Reid Adobe (17)
4 Titos Adobe “3}

veda Adohe {1g)

aiish sites (1769-18232)

103] S:an Juan Bautista ()
on Nuestra Sefiora de la Soledad (11)
on San Antonio de Padua (12)

lon San Luis Obispo de Tolosa (1 3)
on La Purfsima Concepcidn [l.ﬂ-

Map 48 (facing page). Excavated sites of the Historical Period. Relativel B0 American sites (1826
non-Indian sites were excavated by California archaeologists until thf-' a P Humbo), ii]'. St
years. This map indicates the locations of non-Indian sites for which e em B. Ide Adobe (2)

ﬂ.IHEntr_-, {&]

tion reports have been published. The number of such sites should be € ;
STsville ()

erably greater in another decade. These sites, which by definition falt
the historical period, have been grouped by ethnic group. Many of thel
have evidence of California Indian presence. In addition, it should o id
tioned that many Final Pacific Period Indian sites also were occupied | Ross (R

historical era and reveal information about the impact of contact Wi &5 Bay beanlEilsjg} 5 1.
eigners on indigenous culture. . 5 Fort (S1yiss) {?Jr possibly British) (4)






